
 

“Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.”  (Mt. 1:20) 
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 DATE MASS INTENTIONS   READINGS        EVENTS 
 

  (L) Living  +Deceased        

Saturday,  9:00 AM +John Cahill Gn. 49:2, 8-10; 10:00 AM Men’s Spirituality, Sr. Lunch Rm. 
December 17  3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation Mt. 1:1-17   
  5:00 PM +Frantisek “Frank” Porubsky Is. 7:10-14; 
   +Heather Egan Puig Rom. 1:1-7; 
    Mt. 1:18-24   
 

Sunday,  8:30 AM +Genevieve Kaczynski Is. 7:10-14; 10:00 AM Live-Streaming Mass 
December 18 10:00 AM +Jack Maher Rom. 1:1-7; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 
   +Emma, Sal & Vincent Ferraro Mt. 1:18-24 
   +Jim Morrison     
 11:30 AM +Katherine “Karen” Grundy         

 

Monday,  9:00 AM +Mary Karch Jgs. 13:2-7; 
December 19   +Louise Sorranno Lk. 1:5-25   

 

Tuesday,  9:00 AM +Elizabeth Polifroni Is. 7:10-14; 9:45 AM St. Anthony Novena 
December 20    Lk. 1:26-38  

 

Wednesday,  9:00 AM +Linda Coughlin Sg. 2:8-14; 2:00 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
December 21    Lk. 1:39-45         

Thursday,  9:00 AM +Frank Braun 1 Sm. 1:24-28; 
December 22   +Patrick Harrington Lk. 1:46-56 
   +Maureen Butler     

Friday,  9:00 AM +James W. Forsythe, Sr. Mal. 3:1-4, 23-24; 10:00 AM Knit/Crochet, Family Faith Office 
December 23    Lk. 1:57-66     

Saturday, Christmas Eve 
December 24  4:00 PM +Richard Cortellino Is. 62:1-5; 
   +Mary English Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
   +John J. Connelly Mt.1:1-25 
   +Bernard McConnell    
  6:00 PM +Eugene & Lucille D’Amico  
   +David & Kathleen Barndt  
   +Anne Armstrong, ofs 
   +Gustavo Acosta 
   +Edward W. Shanley 
   +John & Rosa Primerano 
   +Judith & Joseph Filoon 
   +Pasquale Valentini 
   +Jane & George Holland  
   +Rosemary Harrity     
 

Sunday, Christmas 
December 25 10:00 AM (L)+Stein & Kenpski Families Is. 62:1-5; 10:00 AM Live-Streaming Mass 
   +Henry Scala Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 
   (L)+Amergael Members Mt.1:1-25 
   +Betty Ann Defusco      
   +Belinda Caputo 
   +Bruce Brodbeck     
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Read our bulletin online at 
www.stfrancisparishlbi.org 

 

Daily gospel reflections can be found on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 
 

Follow St. Francis Parish on Instagram: 
StFrancisChurchLBI 
 

Franciscan Sisters of Philadelphia, PA 
Vocation Office   vocations@osfphil.org 
 

St. Francis is a sending Parish to St. Mary Academy 
(609) 597-3800 or visit: www.stmaryknights.org 

Emergency Information  
 

1. Call the main office (609) 494-8861.  
There will be a recording. 

 

2. Check Facebook  
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi  
St Francis of Assisi Parish for updates.  

DATE    MASS INTENTIONS  
  

     (L) Living +Deceased  
Saturday,   Christmas Eve 
December 24  4:00 PM +Leona & Bill Davies  

St. Thomas of Villanova Church  
13th & Long Beach Blvd., Surf City  
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A Letter From The Pastor... 

Parish Council 

When a pastor is transferred, the sitting parish 
council ceases.  It is then up to the new pastor 
to form a new council.  The formation of the 
new parish council has been in the top 5 of my 
“To-Do” list since I arrived.  There were a few 
things keeping me from doing that but the time 
has come.   I knew I needed time to get to 

know the parish community again before creating a new      
council.  Although I was very familiar with the life and spirit of 
the parish, my memories were 20 years old.  Now, I have a   
better understanding of the community as it is today.  I have 
gotten to know you and you have gotten to know me.   

When I arrived in September 2020 Covid was in full swing and 
the general rhythm of the parish was not.  At this point, we 
seem to be adjusting to the “new normal” of living with Covid.  
Related with that, the parish life does seem to be finding its 
stride once again.  Another concern I had when I first arrived 
was the financial       situation of the parish.  It too was greatly 
affected by Covid, but, truth be told, the financial issues of the 
parish had deeper roots than the pandemic.  As reported in the 
2022 Annual State of the Parish Report, the parish finance 
council and I have confidence that the two-pronged approach 
will move us closer to creating a fiscally sustainable future.  
This includes engaging the parish in a Stewardship program in 
the spring of 2023 and creating the first ever endowment for the 
parish from the sale of some of our properties. 

As a consultative body, it is my hope that the parish council will 
help our community come to understand and live-out the      
pastoral mission of the parish.  It would not get into the daily 
running of the parish but would take the larger and long-term 
perspective of our church community. 

Our parish has a long and fruitful history but we know we    
cannot simply rely on what worked in the past.  The world has 
changed and I believe our mode of evangelization must also 
change.   

We all firmly believe that the message does not change: God is 
with us; God’s mercy is without end; and God continues to call 
all of us to find true joy and the fullness of life in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.   

The task of the parish council is to help me and the pastoral 
staff to create a vision and pastoral plan for the parish.  We will 
look at the reality of the world today and specifically our reality 
here on Long Beach Island and beyond as we ask the deeper 
questions of how best we can spread the Good News.   

Stay tuned.  After the New Year, I will begin the process of 
calling forth a new parish council so we can begin a new    
chapter for St. Francis of Assisi Parish & Center. 

 

Peace and All Good! 
Fr. Francis Di Spigno, OFM 

Parish Information - (609) 494-8813 
Emergency Information:  Available on our answering machine  
(609) 494-8861 and on the following website:  
schoolclosingsnj.com and facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi. 
 

Evacuation Information:  In the event of a hurricane, severe weather, 
or extreme high tides, please do not call the Parish Office for assistance 
and note that none of the parish buildings (churches, community center, 
residences or maintenance facilities) has been designated as an evacuation 
site.  Evacuate as soon as you can, following the direction of local officials. 
 

Parish Registration:  The Parish Office is located on the second floor 
of St. Francis Community Center, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Long 
Beach Twp., NJ.  Office hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM to 
4:00 PM.  The office is closed for lunch from 12:00 to 1:00 PM.  Please 
notify the Parish Office as soon as possible if you are moving. 
 

Baptism:  The sacrament is celebrated three times a month at  
St. Francis Parish.  Group Baptisms are the 2nd Saturday at 10:00 AM and 
the last Sunday at 12:45 PM each month at St. Francis Church in Brant 
Beach.  Baptisms during Mass are celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month at the last Mass in each Church.  Call the Parish Office for  
availability and requirements: (609) 494-8813 ext. 154 or 155. 
 

Family Faith:  For children in grades one through eight.  Please call 
Judith Clayton at (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 for more information. 
 

Marriage:  In accordance with the Common Policy of the five  
Dioceses of New Jersey, arrangements must be made ONE YEAR 
in advance.  Couples are required to attend Marriage Preparation  
classes.  Weddings are performed on Friday or Saturday.  Weddings are 
NOT performed on Sundays, the beach, Memorial Day, Fourth of July 
or Labor Day weekends. 
 

Pastoral Visitations:  Please notify the Parish Office if you or any  
of your loved ones are ill, homebound, in SOMC, nursing homes or 
rehabilitation centers. 

Parish Office 
Michele Beck, Director, Music…………….….mbeck@stfrancislbi.org 
Fr. Scott Brookbank, OFM………………sbrookbank@stfrancislbi.org 
Judith Clayton, Director, Family Faith Formation….jclayton@stfrancis.org 
Deacon Robert Cunningham…………………thatbrotherbob@aol.com 
Fr. Kevin Daly, OFM………………….…...…...kdaly@stfrancislbi.org 
Fr. Francis DiSpigno, OFM, Pastor…….…..fdispigno@stfrancislbi.org 
Fr. John Frambes, OFM……………….…….jframbes@stfrancislbi.org 
Sr. Patricia McNiff, OSF…………….…….……srpat@stfrancislbi.org 
Jo Anne Reeder, Director, Worship…………..jreeder@stfrancislbi.org 
Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM……………….……….areitz@stfrancislbi.org 
 

Sr. Pat Klemm, OSF (in-residence)  
 

Parish Office - (609) 494-8813, Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 (Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:00 PM) 
 

Family Faith Formation - (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 
 

St. Francis Center 
Community Center - (609) 494-8861 
Children’s Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 114 
Counseling Services - (609) 494-1554 
Educational & Career Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 407 
Family Support Services - (609) 494-8861 
Food Pantry - (833) 511-0760 
Recreation & Aquatics - (609)494-8861 ext. 105 
Senior Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 108 or 109 

Parish Finance Council 
Cecelia Fowler 201 264 5965 cgfowler413@gmail.com 
Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM 609 494 8861 areitz@stfrancislbi.org 
Angelo Rinaldi 609 661 9052 clamlbi@comcast.net 
Fr. Francis Di Spigno, OFM 609 494 8861 fdispigno@stfrancislbi.org 
Jay Pojednic 609 709 2007 jdpojednic@comcast.net 
Joe Hummel 609 868 2930 ejhjr@comcast.net 
Joe Mack 609 492 1659 josephmack2008@comcast.net 
Joe Vaszily  jmpv127@gmail.com 
Peter  Williams 603 714 4014 peter.l.williams9@gmail.com 
Stacey Kelsall, Comptroller 609 494 8861 skelsall@stfrancislbi.org 
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  St. Francis of  Assisi Parish  
Online Giving! 

stfrancisparishlbi.org/donate 

Appeals Box 

Gospel Inspirations: 
 

“Do not be afraid…” 

Joseph said “yes” to God just as Mary did. 

Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not 
understand or seem too difficult. 

As Christmas draws near, take a moment to think 
about Joseph - his faith and his courage.  May we have 
the strength to say “yes” to God whenever we hear his 
voice. 

 

Second Collection: 
 

Church Buildings & Grounds Maintenance 
Living at the shore requires consistent maintenance & repairs 
to the 4 churches that make up St. Francis Parish.  This 
collection helps us fund the upkeep of our facilities & the 
significant costs in maintaining our grounds.  Please help us 
serve you by being generous. 
 
 

This Week We Need: 
Budgeted: $23,000 
 

Last Week’s Collection: 
Collected: $19,151 
Budgeted: $23,000 
 

Second Collection: 
Religious Retirement Fund 
Collected: $5,515 
 

 
(Online Giving totals are included in the above figures) 

 

* *  Thank you for your generosity!  * * 

St. Francis Liturgical Community St. Francis Liturgical Community 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Franciscan Faith  
Community of Holy Name Province in the Diocese of 
Trenton.  Find out more about Holy Name Province online 
at: www.hnp.org 

Family Faith 
Judith Clayton, Director of Family Faith  (Ext. 153) 
jclayton@stfrancislbi.org 
Mary Lou Ligus, Administrative Assistant (Ext. 179) 
Marion Pierri, Registration & Tuition Coordinator  (Ext. 177) 

Thank you for your generosity 
in contributing to the Annual Catholic Appeal. 

It was greatly appreciated! 
We look forward to your continued support. 

The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal raised over $6 million. 
 

2022 Annual Catholic Appeal began February 19/20. 
Goal this year is $6.5 million. 

Visit the parish website for a  
YouTube video on the  

Annual Catholic Appeal by Bishop O’Connell at: 
www.stfrancisparishlbi.org/annual-catholic-appeal  

Goal: $100,000.00 
 

Total Pledged: $56,043.38 (56% of Goal) 
Total Collected: $55,495.38 (55% of Goal) 
 

Total Donors: 204 
Total Gifts:  230 
Average Gift: $243.67 

 

Prison Ministry in Our Parish 
 

" I was in prison and you came to visit me... I tell you  
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me." (Matthew 25:36, 40) 
 

There is a prison ministry being started in the Parish.  The  
ministry will bring Eucharist and review the Gospel readings 
from Sunday Mass.  We will be visiting the Ocean County jail 
in Toms River.  Anyone interested please contact Jim Collery 
jcollery@gmail.com. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
Advent and Christmas Season 
Liturgies and Services 2022-23 

All Liturgies in Brant Beach  
Unless otherwise noted. 

 

Weekend Mass Schedules  
 Saturdays – 5:00PM 
 Sundays – 8:30AM,10:00AM, 11:30AM 
 

Sundays of Advent   
 December 18th  
 

Christmas Eve December 24th  Saturday 
 Brant Beach 4:00PM & 6:00PM 
 Surf City  4:00PM 
 

The Nativity of the Lord  
 December 25th  Sunday 10:00AM 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 
 December 30th  Friday  9:00AM 
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 Vigil Saturday  December 31st  5:00PM 
 Solemnity January 1st, 2023  Sunday 
 8:30AM, 10:00AM, 11:30AM 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 January 7th  Saturday  5:00PM,  
 January 8th  Sunday  
 8:30am, 10:00AM, 11:30AM 
 

Our annual Christmas Flower 
Fund drive is now underway.  

You may memorialize  
or honor a family member or 
friend by making a donation 
toward the Christmas and  

Advent Flowers and art and  
environment items.  The names 

of those memorialized or  
honored will be published  

during the Christmas season. 
 

Please use the Christmas Flower  
Envelopes that were mailed to your 
home, or you can go online to: 
         stfrancisparishlbi.org/   
         christmasflowerfund 

***************************************** 
Suggested donations: 

$50.00 
Wreaths, Garland, and Large Poinsettias 

 

$100.00 
Sanctuary Christmas Trees and  

manger trees for the outside display 
 

All other donations are appreciated. 
The Arts & Environment team of St. Francis Parish  

is grateful for your generosity. 

 

SAINT FRANCIS MUSIC MINISTRY YOUTH CHOIR 
JOIN US! No audition required. All that you need is a 

love of music, singing, and praising GOD.  
 

ST. FRANCIS YOUTH CHOIR SINGS FOR  
CHRISTMAS EVE! 

Now accepting members 2nd grade through 12th grade. 
Rehearsals are at 5:30 PM in the Brant Beach Church 

DECEMBER 22 
Youth Choir will sing at the 4:00 PM Brant Beach  

Christmas Eve Mass  
 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact 
MICHELE BECK at mbeck@stfrancislbi.org 

Blessing the Infant Jesus at Home 
 

Readers and one person are chosen to hold the Infant Jesus. 
Soft Christmas hymn playing as family and friends gather 

around the Christmas tree and the Nativity stable. 
 

Reader 1 begins: 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Reader 2: 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ we pause to 
bless the infant Jesus that we will place in our manger.  
The practice of erecting such mangers was begun by  
St. Francis as a means to send forth the message of Christmas. 
When we look upon the figure of the Infant Jesus, the  
Christmas Gospel comes alive and we are moved to rejoice  
in the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
 

The Infant Jesus will now be held up as Reader 3 reads the 
Blessing. 
 

God of every nation and people, 
From the very beginning of creation 
You have made manifest your love; 

When our need for a Savior was great you 
sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 

To our lives He brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. 
Lord, bless all who look upon this infant; 

May it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up 
our thoughts to Him, who is God-with-us and Savior 

of all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever.    Amen. 
 

The Infant Jesus is now placed in the manger.  
 

Reader 1:   Let us pray the Hail Mary together. 
 

Reader 2:  Let us now exchange a Sign of Peace. 
 

You may now choose to sing a Christmas Carol  
as the  Blessing of the Infant Jesus is concluded  

 

Silent Night 
Away in a Manger 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
The First Noel 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 

A Blessed and Merry Christmas to all. 
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Franciscan Spiritual Center 
Presents: 

An Invitation to Contemplative Living 
Our times together invite us into prayerful reading and discussion of 
Scripture or other spiritual writing through Lectio Divina or "Divine 
Reading" and a period of silent prayer.  In these experiences we support 
each other in our prayer and faith.  We meet by Zoom on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM - write Kathy Egan 
(klegan.chaplain@gmail.com) for the link. 
On the second Saturday of the month we meet in person in the  
Senior Lounge of the Community Center at 9:45 AM when we also 
have a presentation.  We always welcome new folks to join us!  
Next zoom sessions - January 4 & January 14 

Men’s Spirituality Group 
The Men’s Spirituality Group meets in the Senior Lunch Room on the 
third Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. Seating is limited.  
Please contact Deacon Bob or Father Fran to reserve your place. 
Next scheduled meeting: December 17, 10:00 AM, Sr. Lunch Room 

Meetings: 
St. Francis Center unless otherwise noted. 

Bible Talks After Mass 
Tom Troyano will be doing brief monthly talks on the bible after the 
9:00 AM Mass.  Next talk Wednesday, January 11, 9:30 AM, Brant 
Beach Church 
 

Knitting & Crocheting Circle 
Meets weekly on Fridays, 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, in the Family 
Faith Office. For more information please contact Fr. Scott at (609) 494-
8813. 
Next meeting Friday, December 23, 10:00 AM, Family Faith Office 
 

Men’s Cornerstone Planning Meeting 
Meets weekly on Tuesdays, beginning at 7:00 PM,  
First meeting Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 PM, Surf City Church Hall 
 

Order of the Franciscans Secular ofs 
Sunday, January 8, 12:30 PM Spiritual Life, Fraternity Meeting,  
Brant Beach Church Hall. 
 

Scripture Study 
Meets bi-monthly on Wednesdays, from 10:00-11:00 AM to learn, 
discuss and reflect on passages of the Sacred Scriptures.  Call Tom 
Troyano at (732) 261-4721 or email: tomtroyano@comcast.net for more 
information.  Next meeting Wednesday January 4, 10:00 AM, location 
to be announced.. 
 

Survivors of Suicide 
Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Knight Wing 
Conference Room (Room 212).  Call Sr. Pat McNiff, osf at  
(609) 494-8813 for more information.  Next meeting January 12,  

 

Sacred Silence 
 

In the “General Instruction of the Roman Missal”, we find 
that the Church calls us to Sacred Silence in our liturgical 
celebrations. The silence enables us to set aside the noise 
and distraction so that we may meet God. It is in the quiet 
that we are able to hear and allow the word of God to 
 enter our hearts.  
 

There are five times in the Mass when we are called to  
silence; the Penitential Act, when the priest says, “Let us 
pray”, after each scripture reading, after the homily, and 
after receiving communion.  
 

When we arrive at Mass, we prepare ourselves when  
we hear the quiet music begin and we let the noise and  
distraction fade as the sacred silence envelops us. 
 

May God’s peace be with you. 

20th Annual Men’s Cornerstone Retreat 
Friday March 10, 2023 

Saturday March 11, 2023 
Maris Stella Retreat Center  

Brochures at Church Entrances 

Spiritual Direction 
Spiritual Direction is a professional ministry in which a spiritual 
director accompanies others to grow in intimacy with God as they 
experience the challenges and joys of life.  This sacred ministry assists 
individuals to notice and savor their experiences of God and to respond 
to God’s abundant love. We now have five certified Spiritual Directors 
offering free Spiritual Direction in our parish.  For an appointment 
please call:  

Maryann Barrek, ofs (609) 661-4441 
Anne Bock, ofs, (609) 204-3835,  

Kathy Egan, (215) 694-4651, 
Mary Lou Jacoby, (732) 995-6917 
Pat Simmons, ofs, (609) 661-1361. 

 

Adults For Confirmation 
Come and See 

Anyone 18 years of age or older  
who has been baptized  

and would like to celebrate Confirmation  
is invited to meet with  

Sr. Pat on January 17 at 7:00 PM in Room 212. 
For further information about celebrating the Sacrament,  

please contact Sr. Pat at (609) 494-8861 ext. 157. 
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SSPECIAL EVENTS 

Did you know that feeling a little sad or depressed 
around the holidays is normal? We experience a lot of 
emotions around the holidays which can sometimes 
cause this season to be less than joyful. If your symptoms 
of depression last longer than a few weeks and you are 
looking for more support, give St. Francis Counseling 
Service a call (609-494-1554)! We provide counseling 
services for general mental health concerns, such as  
depression, anxiety or grief, on a sliding scale for 
Southern Ocean County residents. You can reach our 
office by calling 609-494-1554.  

Did You Know?? 

*Full-time positions are offered Health Care, Paid time  
off (with additional earning for years of service), 15 Paid 

Holidays, Life Insurance, 403B (retirement plan)  
w/ company match, & more. 

* Part-time positions are offered Paid sick time, Paid Holidays 
(excluding seasonal/variable) and Employee Discounts. 

 

Community Center 
 

Counseling Services 
Positions:  Full time Licensed Counselor and 

Full-time or Part-time Bilingual (Fluent English/Spanish) 
Licensed Counselor 

Days: Monday through Friday (Some evening hours  
required) 

Must complete 40-hour Confidential Sexual Violence Advocate 
Training (provided free of charge by the agency). On-site  

clinical supervision is provided. 
Must have Current Professional License:  LSW, LAC, LPC 

or LCSW. 
 

Parish 
Position: Director of Parish Development, Full time position 

This position is responsible for planning, organizing,  
administering, and evaluating the fund raising initiatives and 
special events for the St Francis Parish.  Prefer a bachelor’s  

degree and experience in management and fundraising.  
Applicants should have good communication skills and  

computer skills including, Microsoft Office, website  
management, and the ability to manage multiple social media 
pages. Applicants must be able to lift 30lbs and have a valid 

Driver’s License. Attendance at Sunday liturgies and Holy days 
is encouraged. 

Days/Hours: Monday- Friday, with attendance at Evening/
weekend events required 

 
Position: Director of Young Adult and Youth Ministry,  

Full time position.  
Previous experience as a volunteer or intern providing services 

in a parish youth ministry program preferred. Responsible  
for reaching out to our parish young adults and to our post  

confirmation young people to create a vibrant, inspiring, and 
relevant faith based program that will foster spiritual and  

faith based growth.  Responsible for recruiting volunteers,  
coordinating outreach service projects and participating in other 
parish activities. Must be capable of administrative tasks such  
as developing and managing the program’s budget. Must have 
excellent communication and leadership skills, and must be an 

active and participating Catholic.  
Bachelor’s degree required- Theology or Religious Studies or 

related field 
Days: Monday-Friday with some evenings and weekends  

required 

Employment Opportunity 

**Background check & fingerprinting required for all employees 18 yrs. & older. 

St. Francis Center is an EOE/AA Employer 

Please send resumes to abodine@stfrancislbi.org 
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Recreation & Aquatics 
For info. please call ext. 105.  Visit the Fall/Winter 
Brochure online at www.stfranciscenterlbi.org or  
pick up a Brochure at the Center lobby. 

Senior Services 
For information call ext. 108 or 109. 

Information and Assistance, Telephone Reassurance Calls, 
Caregiver Assistance Options Counseling: Application  
Assistance for PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance for the Aged 
and Disabled), Meals on Wheels, SHIP Counseling (State 
Health Insurance Program), Energy Assistance, JACC (Jersey 
Assistance for Community Caregivers) and many more.   
Socialization, Recreation, and Exercise programs are available - 
please call for availability. 

The LBI Health Department is doing  
Blood Pressure Screenings  

the second Tuesday of each Month  
from 11:00 am - 11:30 am  

in the Community Center Senior Lounge.  
Please call 609-494-8861 ext. 111  

for more information. 

Counseling Service by appointment (609) 494-1554 
Services are currently being offered via telephone or various 
online platforms.  We have openings for new clients at this 
time.  Please call (609) 494-1554. 

St. Francis Counseling Service is currently accepting  
participants for our next round of group services beginning  
in January! 
 

Our available groups will be the following: 
 

Parenting After – A group for parents who are learning 
 to navigate parenting after a child has experienced sexual  
violence. 
 

Surviving to Thriving – Guidance and skills building for  
survivors of sexual violence. 
 

Journey Through Grief – Education and support for adults that 
are working through the stages of grief. 
 

All groups are FREE and CONFIDENTIAL to residents of 
Ocean County, NJ. 
 

In addition to these groups we continue to provide many other 
counseling services including individual, couples, and family 
therapy services with in-person and virtual options. 
 

For more information or to enroll in a service, please contact us 
at 609-494-1554. 

Aquatics: 
Water Tots,  

4-Year Old Beginner Swim,  
Beginner Level 1 & 2 swim lessons, 

Intermediate & Advanced,  
Aquatic Zumba Aerobics,  

Aqua Zumba/Arthritis Aquatic Exercise, 
Aquatic Exercise. 

 
 

Recreation: 
Tot & Tyke Basketball with Coach Manzo, 

All Level Yoga, 
Tennis Fundamentals (ages 5-12). 

Family Support Services 
Human Concerns Food Pantry Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

Family Support Services:  
To learn more about our programs visit our website at 
http://stfranciscenterlbi.org 

Parenting & Anger Management Groups 
Auto Ownership  
Parents As Teachers  
Maintaining the Integrity of Spanish Speaking Families 

 

The St. Francis Food Pantry has a variety of food options, 
personal hygiene products, and cleaning supplies available.  
Please ask about our Diary-Free Milk alternatives, Gluten-
Free or Vegan options, Baby Food, Formula, & Diapers.  
*Spanish-speaking staff is available to translate.  
 

Join our text message alert system to receive alerts about the 
food pantry and annual projects. TO ENROLL TEXT 
“PANTRY” TO 833-511-0760  **carrier text message rates 
may apply** 
************************************************  
Donations needed for the Food Pantry: 
Pasta, Jarred Pasta Sauce, Pancake Mix, Snacks. 
Canned Goods:  Corn, Peas, Baked Beans, Black Beans, 
Spaghettios, Beef Stew, Canned Chicken, Soup, Coffee, Tea, 
Hot Chocolate, Juice Boxes, Ensure/Boost 
Laundry Detergent, Shampoo, Body Wash/Soap, Toilet 
Paper, Feminine Products 
 

Donations for the Food Pantry can be left in the bins marked 
“donation” in the front of the Community Center.  If you would 
like to make a monetary donation to the Food Pantry it can be 
made through our website: http://stfranciscenterlbi.org/donate 
via PayPal.   

Employment & Career Services  
For information call ext. 407. 
 

•Adult Education Program  •First Step to Self Sufficiency 
•Next Step to Employment 

 

All participants must be verified for eligibility through the 
Ocean County PIC Office.  Programs funded through a grant 

provided by the Ocean County Department of Human Services. 
For additional information call: (732) 281-8653 

Classes start January 4, 2023 
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St. Francis Community Center’s Preschool and Childcare are 
fully accredited by the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC). 
www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families.org.  We are also a 
Grow NJ Kids 4 Star Program. www.grownjkids.gov. 
 
Masks will be required for 2 years and up - they will be 
encouraged to wear a mask throughout the day. 

Year-round Childcare for Children 
TODDLER & PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 
Available Care 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM, 5 Days a Week 

Full Day and Work Day  
Toddlers:  Ages 13 months to 2 1/2          

Preschoolers:  Ages 2 1/2 to 5 

Children’s Services 
For information call ext. 114. 

Community Bulletin Board 

St. Francis Travel 
Home Town Travel, 128 Bartlett Ave., Bartlett Commons,  
Rt. 9 South, West Creek, NJ 08092 
Call Nancy at Home Town Travel  (609) 597-5100 
Email: hometowntravel@comcast.net 

Sightseeing Trips & Cruises 
May 14-23, 2023 

British Landscapes Featuring 
England, Scotland and Wales            

Behold the Crown Jewels of Scotland on a guided tour of Edinburgh 
Castle, discover the narrow Snickelway lanes of York, explore Wales 
during a tour of the picturesque village of Llangollen in addition to 
the ruins of an ancient fort during a visit to Hadrian’s Wall.  Enjoy 
Stratford upon Avon and Oxford before ending your British adventure 
with two nights in London.  Rate per person double including airfare 
from Newark $3,799.00. 

October 11-19, 2023 
Egypt and Nile Cruise 

Have you always wanted to take a camel ride by the Pyramids or a hot 
air balloon ride over the Nile while cruising these ancient ports?  Spend 
two nights in Cairo visiting the National Museum, the Great Pyramids 
of Giza, the enigmatic Sphinx along with a camel ride.  Visit Old  
Cairo.  Fly to Luxor and board the H/S Nebu for a four night Nile 
cruise visiting Karnak and Luxor Temple, Valley of the Kings,  
Hatshepsut, Edfu, Kom Ombo and more. Breakfast daily and full board 
while cruising.  Rate per person double occupancy is at $3,988.00. 
Airfare pricing will be available in January. 

November 2-12, 2023 
10 night Ultimate Southern Caribbean Cruise 

Celebrity Reflection 
Cruise round trip from Fort Lauderdale in a balcony cabin visiting: 
Antigua, Barbados, Grenada, Martinique St. Kitts & Nevis. Our special 
“always included” package incorporates your stateroom in a balcony, 
all current port and government taxes, all meals, beverage package,  
Wi-Fi and gratuities.  Rate per person is at $2,069.00. 

Soroptimist Clothes Closet 
Stafford Community Center, 25 Pine St., Manahawkin 

Clothes Closet special December hours:  
  Saturdays December 19 10-4. 
Regular hours resume in January: Saturdays from 10-1; First & 
third Wednesday from 4-6.  For further info Call Madelyn  
609-276-3308 

END OF THE YEAR RETREAT 
Saturday, December 31, 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM  

Since God gives us life and time and is Lord over all, it seems 
appropriate to end the year in prayer.  Francis House offers 
time, space and quiet for naming the graces of 2022 and  
expressing gratitude to God.  The day will focus on our goals, 
hopes and desires for 2023.  We reverently say farewell to 2022 
and cordially welcome 2023 as a gift from God.  Please bring 
your lunch.  Donation: Love Offering 
 

ZOOM ONLY 
OFF TO A PRAYERFUL START 

FOCUSING THE NEW YEAR 
Tuesday, January 3. 7:00 – 8:00 PM 

Start out 2023 with an evening zoom retreat to set the direction 
for the year.  “Well begun is half done,” they say, and  
establishing a direction is essential for the journey.  Where am  
I going in 2023?  What is the desire of my heart, and God’s as 
we begin this year together? Led by S. Marcy.  Donation: $15, 
includes materials. 
 

A CONTEMPLATIVE TELLING OF THE STORY OF 
MARY & HER SON 

4 Mondays, 9:30 – 11:30 AM   
January 16   February 6   March 6   April 3  

Enter the heart of Mary through the contemplative words of 
John Lynch’s spiritual classic, A Woman Wrapped in Silence.  We 
will use the second half of this wonderful narrative to help us to 
go deeper into the humility and strength of the Blessed Mother 
and her love for her Son and us all. Donation: $80 
 

THE POWER OF YOUR STORY 
5 Mondays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 

January 16   February 13   March 13   April 17   May 15 
There is an axiom which states God loves us because God 
knows our story!  The question is, do we? Using the wisdom  
of Ignatian Spirituality, as shared in Eric Clayton’s book,  
Cannonball Moments, give yourself the gift of delving ever 
more deeply into the heart of your spiritual story. Donation: 
$100 
 

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions 
and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless  
otherwise indicated. 

Francis House of Prayer 
84 Walnford Rd., Allentown, NJ 08501 



How can I help you?

609-312-1434 (cell)
LBIPatrick@GAnderson.com

ConnectWithPatrickP.com
12001 Long Beach Blvd.
Haven Beach, NJ 08008

DISCOVER THE G. ANDERSON DIFFERENCE
Patrick Pietrefesa

Your Long Beach Island REAL ESTATE PARTNER

Patrick believes that buyers and sellers in the LBI luxury market are 
looking for a lifestyle, not just a residence.

He has been a resident of LBI for more than 21 years and 

Patrick sold over 20 million dollars in real estate in 2021.

LAND
SEA

Locally Owned & Operated

landoversea609@gmail.com

609.709.6748
over

Grading • Stone • Pavers • Retaining Walls • Driveways

LLC FREE ESTIMATES

A-SHORE POWER WASHING
KRIS AARESKJOLD 

609-713-8029
ashorepowerwashing.com

James N. Suddeth, M.D. • Harry L. Larkin, M.D. • Paul W. Prosperi, D.O.

Diplomates of the American Board of Family Medicine
1812 Long Beach Blvd., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 609-494-2323

Weed Control • Poison Ivy Control • Mosquito & Tick Control

RockDoctorNJ.com

609-606-1055
NJDEP Lic # 91722B

www.AIRTECHNJ.com

JOHN TAYLOR • LIC#9721

A/C TUNE-UP SPECIAL W/AD$8995

609-494-1400

LBI Best HVAC Company

Master HVACR Lic. #5174 | Master Plumbing Lic. #1253

SAME DAY
SERVICE!

L AU R E N  D A N I E L S 

609-309-9700
lauren@trinitybookkeepingservices.com
TrinityBookkeepingServices.com

QUALITY. ACCURACY. INTEGRITY

NJ Lic. #13VH04323600

DESIGN     INSTALLATION
MAINTENANCE

TOPSOIL
MULCH • SOD

TREES & SHRUBS
PRUNING

STONE 
& 

MUCH MORE

SPRING CLEAN UP • FALL CLEAN UP
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

PAVER DESIGN & INSTALLATION

designing outdoor living spaces since 1997

FENCING 
&

RAILING

progressivefenceandrail.com

400 Long Beach Boulevard

Surf City Office

609-342-0973

Here For You Since 1975
Samuel E. Epstein, DO Judy Kerlin, APN Eric S. Baskin, DPM

Board Certified Board Certified ANCC Fellow, American College
Orthopedic Surgery of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BEHIND SOUTHERN OCEAN MEDICAL CENTER
~ Accepting Most Insurances & Medicare ~

advocarestaffordortho.com • 609-597-6092 
facebook.com/AdvocareStaffordOrthopedics

1168 BEACON AVENUE • MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050

At Barnegat BayAtAtAtAt BBBBBarararneneeneeneggagagagagggggg ttt BaBaBBaaBayyyyyyyy
2001 Long Beach Boulevard

Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Live Life With Passion!

      Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

W: 609-492-1145 x1026 • C: 609-713-4164

Mary Ann O’Shea, CRS, ABR, GRI
Broker/Salesperson

Bugbee-Riggs
Funeral Home LLC

1119 Long Beach Blvd (Corner of 12th St.) 
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Robert C. Riggs, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4631

www.RiggsFuneralHome.com

609-494-2565
Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations

Cremation Services
& Traditional Burials

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (L)

A Trusted Name in Funeral Care for Three Generations

203 Main Street • West Creek NJ 08092

Memorial Services • Advance Planning
www.polhemuscremations.com

*Convenient In-Home Appointments*
609-294-8000

RICHARD M. POLHEMUS
Owner/Manager • NJ Lic. No. 4000

listwithmaryann@lbihomevalues.com www.lbihomevalues.com

Serving the 
Coastal

Community

Claudia Ruppel • 908-295-2458

A Liberty Mutual Company



YOUR KITCHEN ISN’T
COMPLETE WITHOUT
STATE-OF-THE-ART

APPLIANCES

  609.296.7940

olympicappliances.com

  603 Route 9 South
Little Egg Harbor

St. Mary’s Cemetery
A Garden of Abiding Peace
Serving the Catholic Faith

· MAUSOLEUM · CRYPTS · NICHES · GARDEN LOTS

PRE NEED COUNSELING
Evening & Weekend Appointments

Office: 283 Beachview Ave.
Manahawkin (609) 597-8289

  609-494-6566
poschconcrete.com

poschconcrete@gmail.com
Serving LBI & vicinity 

since 1995

FOUNDATIONS • GARAGES
SIDEWALKS • DRIVEWAYS

QUALITY CONCRETE WORK

SHORE BULKHEADS & DOCKS
Bulkheads • Decks • Docks 

Barge Work • Boat Lifts
Bulkhead Repair Specialists

609.713.0850
Insured • Lic# 13VH10968100

609.607.7230
608 Long Beach Blvd • Surf City, NJ

technosoundandvideo@gmail.com
Fully Insured • HIC #13VH06976400

Audio • Video • Control

TechnoSoundandVideo.com

608

OPEN DAILY IN SURF CITY!

609.494.1667 | WALLYSLBI.COM | @WALLYS_LBI

Visit our website & Social Media
for our Lunch & Early Bird Specials

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (R)

Since 1955

TAKE 
OUT & 
DELIVERY RESIDENT, FIRST RESPONDER, 

MILITARY & VETERAN DISCOUNTS

OPEN THURS-MON. 7AM-9PM

SERVING DELICIOUS 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNERS AT 

AFFORDABLE PRICES & BYOB!!!
2404 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · NORTH BEACH HAVEN, NJ 08008

609-492-8466

   d o c k s i d e l b i . co m        @ d o c k s i d e d i n e r l b i 

(CLOSED TUES & WED)

rehabilitation & healthcare center

Manahawkin ( )

• Specializing in vacation and 
    second homes on LBI.
• 500+ Transactions in the 20 years plus.
• Mention this ad and I will donate 30%

    of my commission to St. Francis parish 
    or a charity of your choice.

256 W. 9th Street
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

(609) 494-2800

www.SoldOnLBI.com

WALT DOMBROWSKI
Parishioner • Realtor®
direct: 609.618.9800

F U N E R A L  H O M E 

Mark C. DeMeno, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4554
Francis A. Hoyer, Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 4262
ShinnFuneralHome.com

10 HILLIARD DRIVE ·  MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050 ·  609-597-7740

Dedicated to improving the quality of 
life in the community we serve.

~Affordable Cremation Services Offered~

“LBI’S FAVORITE PIZZA SINCE 1980”

PANZONE’S
BEACH HAVEN • SURF CITY

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
BY GIO

STORM DOOR INSTALLATION & REPAIR

609-661-2313
~No Job Too Small~

H
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Call

Owned & Operated by 

609-494-5990

Boat Sales & Service
609-494-2102

CAUSEWAY GLASS CO.
Glass Replacement Home & Auto

Complete Aluminum Service
297 W. 8th St. • 494-1652

Ship Bottom, New Jersey



LIC #13VH09318500

FREE SERVICE CALL WITH ANY REPAIR

    609-661-8959
Door Repairs

Openers & Installations

ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
KATHLEEN A. SHERIDAN, ESQ.

Member: National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
And Academy of Special Needs Planners

609-361-8300
382 West  9th  S treet  ·  Su i te  6

Sh ip  Bot tom,  NJ  08008

oceancountyelderlaw.com

• Planning For Long Term Care - Nursing Homes 
and Assisted Living

• Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney & Trusts
• Medicaid Planning
• Estate Planning & Estate Administration
• Residential & Commercial Real Estate

Coastal Living Real Estate Group

Cell: 609-492-1715
Barb@CoastalLiving.pro

18 S. Bay Ave., Beach Haven, NJ 08008
www.BarbCona.com   www.LBILuxuryRentals.com

Specializing 
in Sales and 

Rentals on LBI

PEST   WEEDS   WILDLIFE
609-765-4405

arcadianpestservices.com
MANAHAWKIN, NEW JERSEY

DEP LICENSE #91783B

FAMILY MARKET & SPIRIT SHOP
Custom Cut “Certified Angus Beef”
Gourmet Service Deli Department

Fresh Deli Sandwiches & Hoagies “Made To Order”
Quality Hand-Sliced Deli Meats & Cheeses

Delicious Store-Made Salads
FULL SERVICE “ONE STOP” SHOPPING
FULL SELECTION BEST QUALITY

BEER · WINE · LIQUOR FARM FRESH PRODUCE

9 SOUTH BAY AVENUE · BEACH HAVEN, NJ · 492-5100

MURPHY’S

SELLING OR BUYING

SoldbyNoreen.com
23 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE! ATLANTIC

SHORE

Noreen Callahan, Realtor®
DIRECT: 609.709.0664   OFFICE: 609.467.4799

PAW-SOME PETS SERVICES
Dogs • Cats • Birds • Reptiles • Pet Sitting 

Dog Walking • Pet Boarding (in their home) 
Stop In Wellness Checks

609.618.7817

Ocean Medical M.D., P.A.
FA M I L Y  PH Y S I C I A N S

Anthony J. Picaro, MD, FAAFP, ABFP · Todd Schmoll, DO, AOBFP
Cynthia Schmoll, DO, AOBFP

3003 Long Beach Boulevard, Beach Haven Gardens      492-0900

THINKING
OF BUYING OR
SELLING ON LBI?
Melinda Morrow

REALTOR®

609-937-9471
melinda@lbinjhomes.com

Each office is independently 
owned and operated.

1813 Long Beach Blvd, N. Beach Haven, NJ 08008
Office: 609-207-7297

Rental and Concierge Services
“YOUR WORRY-FREE VACATION IS OUR BUSINESS”

SERVING LBI 
YEAR ROUND

LINENS • BEACH EQUIPMENT   
BABY GEAR • BIKES & More

17th & Central Ave., Barnegat Light • 888-DREAMKR
LBIDreamMakers.com • info@LBIDreamMakers.com

In Home Care + Light Housekeeping
Errands + Personal Care + Meal Prep

364 N. Main St., Ste 6 • Manahawkin, NJ 08050
609-549-6435

SafeHarborHomecares.com

201-988-6976  Call or Text Mitch
LBIAntiquePeddler.com

Hours: Open every weekend 
and for appointments

Bring in this 
ad for 10% off. 
Check out our 

inventory both in 
store on LBI and 
our online store.

4000 LO N G B E AC H B LV D • B R A N T B E AC H

BUY - SELL - TRADE - APPRAISE

LBI Antique 
Peddler

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

555 Lacey Rd • Forked River, NJ 08731
Cell: 732-539-2161

Office: 800-299-2129
www.actionplusrealty.comNoreen Polo

Realtor-Associate
npolo@actionplusrealty.com

Ann Sheridan
REALTOR®

Zack Shore, REALTOR®

675 Route 72 East · Manahawkin, NJ 08050

Office: 609-597-6464 x1205
Cell: 917-699-6893 eFax: 609-312-4258

asheridan@zackshore.com
www.AnnSheridan.ZackShore.com

CALLAN & 
MOELLER
Construction

Service is Our
Way of Business

609.492.1102

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836            Outside

609.242.3567 F: 609.242.3330

LouAnn B. Van Liew, D.M.D.
615 Lacey Road, Suite 5 | Forked River, NJ 08731

allaboutsmilesdentistry.net

A l l  A b o u t  S m i l e s
D e n t i s t r y

6115 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · SUITE 2 · BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008

H O M E  D E C O R

WEBSITE: WWW.GIFTEDBYTHESEA.COM

Gifts for all occasions, including religious gifts for Baptisms, Communions and Inspiration.

IKMINSURANCE.COM
2 E. 79th St.

Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008
609.494.9200

Stephen Dolphin
Sales Associate

Mobile: 609-276-9855
Office: 609-494-9495

stevedolphin27@gmail.com
4008 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 08008

609-492-1666


