
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish offers ONLINE GIVING 
 

Parishioners who prefer to donate through our Online Giving Service, a secure and personalized way to give to the Parish,  
can visit our website at:  http://www.stfrancisparishlbi.org 

 

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH * 4700 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD, BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008 

With open arms 
for all! 

 

All are welcome! BRIDGE TH
E 

THE TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 3, 2021 

St. Francis of Assisi  
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St. Francis of Assisi, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 
 DATE MASS INTENTIONS     READINGS        EVENTS 
 

  (L) Living  +Deceased      

 

Saturday,  9:00 AM (L)Stein & Kempski Families   Bar. 4:5-12, 27-29; 10:00 AM Blessing of the Animals 
October 2   +Mary Alice Laird   Mt. 18:1-5, 10 
   3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation   Gn. 2:18-24; 
  5:00 PM +Valerie Reddam   Heb. 2:9-11; 
   +Marie DeMarse   Mk. 10:2-16           

Sunday,  7:15 AM +Margaret Pallotti   Gn. 2:18-24; 10:00 AM Live-Streaming Mass  
October 3  8:30 AM +Marie Sulkowski, ofs   Heb. 2:9-11; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi   
   +Jim Morrison   Mk. 10:2-16 12:30 PM Order of Franciscan Secular, 
 10:00 AM +Peggy Doorly McCully     Surf City Church 
   +Vincent & Tess Sharkey     5:00 PM Transitus of St. Francis 
   +Josephine Palma Brueckman 
  11:30 AM +Sharon Van 
    +Susan Bulman 
    +Karen Grueneberg 
 

Monday,  9:00 AM Feast of St. Francis of Assisi  Sir. 50:1, 3-4, 6-7; 
October 4    +Marie Sulkowski, ofs & Lorri Ghio Gal. 6:14-18; 
      Mt. 11:25-30 
 

Tuesday,  9:00 AM +Marjorie Hegner  Jon. 3:1-10; 
October 5      Lk. 10:38-42 
 

Wednesday,  9:00 AM +Kathryn & Angelo Fiore    Jon. 4:1-11; 10:30 AM Contemplative Living, Zoom 
October 6   +Gerald Vile   Lk. 11:1-4 7:00 PM Scripture Study, via Zoom 
   

Thursday,  9:00 AM +James M. Kempski   Mal. 3:13-20b; 
October 7   +Loretta McGinn   Lk. 11:5-13     

Friday,  9:00 AM +Connelly Family   Jl. 1:13-15, 2:1-2; 
October 8   +Mary Cicco   Lk. 11:15-26 
 

Saturday,  9:00 AM +Bill Rice   Jl. 4:12-21; 9:45 AM Contemplative Living, Sr. Lounge 
October 9  3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation   Lk. 11:27-28 
  5:00 PM +Judith Krol   Wis. 7:7-11; 
   +Jack Planich   Heb. 4:12-13; 
   +Harriet Ackermann   Mk. 10:17-30           

Sunday,  7:15 AM +Franciscan Mass League   Wis. 7:7-11;  
October 10  8:30 AM +Jean Foley   Heb. 4:12-13;    
      Mk. 10:17-30 

St. Francis of Assisi, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 

DATE    MASS INTENTIONS  
 

Saturday,   5:00 PM +Charles A. Tedeschi 
October 2    
 

Sunday,   8:30 AM +Constantine DeMeo 
October 3 10:00 AM +Jo Vennewald 
   +Gerald Vile 
 

Saturday,   5:00 PM +Eugene & Eleanor Patten 
October 9   +Pacita Vea 
 

Sunday,   8:30 AM +Kenneth Carpenter 
October 10   +Gerald Vile 
 10:00 AM +Jo Vennewald 
   +Dora Villafranco 
   +June Kaelin 

St. Thomas of Villanova Church  
13th & Long Beach Blvd., Surf City  

 St. Thomas Aquinas Church  
 2ND & Atlantic Ave., Beach Haven 
 DATE    MASS INTENTIONS  
 

     (L) Living +Deceased  
Saturday,   5:00 PM  +Franciscan Mass League 
October 2    
 

Sunday,  10:00 AM  +Nancy A. Barone 
October 3   +Kerry Doyle 
   +Alice M. Sonzogni 
 

Saturday,   5:00 PM  +Elizabeth Barbato 
October 9   +Susan Bulman 
 

Sunday,   8:30 AM  +Franciscan Mass League 
October 10    

Remember to pray the  
Peace Prayer of St. Francis  
every Wednesday at noon! 

Peace Prayer Project 

St. Clare’s Church, Loveladies, NJ 
Closed for the Season 
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GOSPEL CHALLENGE: 
 

“Because of the hardness of your hearts...” 
 

Hardness of heart, being centered on self, destroys a 
relationship.  A relationship grows when we are open 
and respond to the needs of others. 
 

Knowing that relationships are hard work, how willing 
am I to commit and serve the other? 

Parish Information - (609) 494-8813 

Emergency Information:  Available on our answering machine  
(609) 494-8861 and on the following website:  
schoolclosingsnj.com and facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi. 
 

Evacuation Information:  In the event of a hurricane, severe  
weather, or extreme high tides, please do not call the Parish 
Office for assistance and note that none of the parish buildings 
(churches, community center, residences or maintenance  
facilities) has been designated as an evacuation site.  Evacuate 
as soon as you can, following the direction of local officials. 
 

Parish Registration:  The Parish Office is located on the second 
floor of St. Francis Community Center, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., 
Long Beach Twp., NJ.  Office hours are Monday through  
Friday, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The office is closed for lunch from 
12:00 to 1:00 PM.  Please notify the Parish Office as soon as 
possible if you are moving. 
 

Baptism:  The sacrament is celebrated three times a month at  
St. Francis Parish.  Group Baptisms are the 2nd Saturday at 10:00 AM 
and the last Sunday at 12:45 PM each month at St. Francis 
Church in Brant Beach.  Baptisms during Mass are celebrated on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month at the last Mass in each Church.  
Call the Parish Office for availability and requirements:  
(609) 494-8813 ext. 154 or 155. 
 

Faith Formation and Education:  For children ages six 
through high school.  Please call Judith Clayton at  
(609) 494-8813 ext. 153 for more information. 
 

Marriage:  In accordance with the Common Policy of the five  
Dioceses of New Jersey, arrangements must be made ONE 
YEAR in advance.  Couples are required to attend Marriage 
Preparation classes.  Weddings are performed on Friday or  
Saturday.  Weddings are NOT performed on Sundays, the 
beach, Memorial Day, Fourth of July or Labor Day weekends. 
 

Pastoral Visitations:  Please notify the Parish Office if you or 
any of your loved ones are ill, homebound, in SOMC, nursing 
homes or rehabilitation centers. 

These are the October days when we 
celebrate Saint Francis and his story  
is retold as it has been since his death  
in 1226.  Unless you write an  
autobiography or memoir, you don’t get 
to tell your own story.  The story tellers 
all say what they think is important. 
 

Brother Thomas of Celano, the first  
official biographer, wrote two versions 
of the life of Francis.  The first depicted 

him as a unique and somewhat unconventional follower 
of the Gospel.  His second try described Francis as a more 
typical saint ready for canonization.  A generation later, 
Saint Bonaventure, the minister general of the friars,  
composed a new official biography.  And ordered that all 
copies of any previous biographies should be destroyed!  
Stay on message!  (Fortunately, Bonaventure was not  
the boss of Benedictine monks and they kept the older 
biographies in their libraries.) 
 

How do we tell the story?  The popular image of Francis 
now is a gentle, kind person who loved children and the 
poor.  He was always sympathetic and encouraging.  He 
reconciled enemies and preached peace.  He preached to 
birds,too.   He is the patron saint of the environment.   
Perhaps we emphasize these things because our times 
need a saint like that. 
 

Yet while niceness is nice, I am drawn to that wild saint 
who was ruthless in living the Gospel.  I can’t measure up 
to him, but I need the challenge. 
 
John Frambes, ofm 

Weekly Reflections... 

Praying the Rosary 
St. Francis of Assisi Church Brant Beach 

Monday through Saturday 
8:20 AM 

Celiac Disease and Holy Eucharist 
If you have Celiac disease and wish to receive Holy 
Eucharist, we now have low gluten hosts in all the 
churches.  Please bring your own pyx [host container] 
to mass.  If you forget your pyx, please tell the priest.  
We have some extras in the safe.  Please see the priest 
before mass and he will provide you with a low gluten 
host.  Complete directions are posted in the vesting 
sacristy. 

St. Francis of Assisi, Brant Beach 
 9:00 AM Daily Mass 
 Reconciliation: 3:30-4:30 PM 
 Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 7:15, 8:30 AM    

St. Thomas of Villanova, Surf City  
 Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30, 10:00 AM 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Beach Haven  
 Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30 AM 
 

St. Clare, Loveladies - Closed for the Season 

Mass Schedule CHANGE  
18 Mile Run Weekend—October 9/10 
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“Blessed are you, Lord God,  
maker of all living creatures.   

You called forth fish in the sea, 
birds in the air and  

animals on the land.   
You inspired Saint Francis  

to call all of them  
his brothers and sisters." 

 

During our celebration for St. Francis of Assisi beginning  
October 2nd, we will once again have a ceremony to bless 
our pets and present each one with a St. Francis medal.  Even 
if you don't have a pet to bring, it is great fun to come and see 
all our furry and feathered friends!  This year the Blessing of 
Animals will take place on Saturday, October 2, 2021 at 
10:00 AM in front of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Brant 
Beach.  All are welcome!! 
 

In case of rain, we will move into the church hall. 
 

Peace and all good! 

Michele Beck, Director, Music 
Fr. Scott Brookbank, OFM 

Judith Clayton, Director, Family Faith Formation 
Deacon Robert Cunningham 

Fr. Kevin Daly, OFM 
Fr. Francis DiSpigno, OFM, Pastor 

Fr. John Frambes, OFM 
Fr. Stephen Kluge, OFM 
Sr. Patricia McNiff, OSF 

Jo Anne Reeder, Director, Worship 
Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM 

Barbara Truncellito, Director, Parish Development 
 

Parish Office - (609) 494-8813 
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

(Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:00 PM) 
 

Family Faith Formation - (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 
 

Community Center - (609) 494-8861 
 

Counseling Services - (609) 494-1554 

Parish Staff 

Embrace Our Way of Life 
THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF HOLY NAME PROVINCE 
Franciscan Vocation Ministry  
Br. Basil Valente, OFM  
129 West 31st Street, 2nd Fl., New York, NY 10001-3403   
1-800-677-7788   www.BeAFranciscan.org 

Novenas by Fr. Scott for the Feast of St. Francis 
https://www.stfrancisparishlbi.org 

www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 
 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday, October 2, 10:00 AM  

in Front of the Brant Beach Church  
(Rain or Shine) 

In conjunction with the Southern Ocean County Animal 
Shelter and Friends of Southern Ocean County Animal  
Shelter, we will be setting up donation bins for those who 
wish to donate pet supplies.  Items needed: blankets/towels, 
cans of food, collars, leashes, toys. 

 
October 2/3 

Weekend Celebration of the Feast of St. Francis 
 

The Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi 
Sunday, October 3, 5:00 PM 

Live-Streaming on www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi  
 

“October 4 is the day the Church sets aside to celebrate  
St. Francis of Assisi’s dies natalis—his birth into eternal  
life.  Francis is easily one of the Church’s most beloved  
and venerated saints.  Thus, even the vigil of his death is  
celebrated in style.  October 3 is the vigil of his passing  
over and bears a special name - his Transitus.  The word is 
derived from the Latin meaning "passage," "crossing" or 
"going over."  The feast has always been an important part 
of Franciscan spirituality.  Ideally, a Christian shouldn’t be 
afraid of death - or as Francis called it, “Sister Death.”  
Francis faced his own end with what could be described as 
joyful aplomb.  A gentle turning to God in the final, ultimate 
mystery - the passing over or, the turning over, of one’s soul 
to its Lover and Author.” 
 

Please join us on Sunday, October 3 at 5:00 PM in the  
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Brant Beach as we celebrate  
the Transitus of St. Francis.  It is a beautiful and spiritually 
moving liturgy that includes readings from The Life of  
Francis, the Holy Gospel, hymns, and reflections.  We  
hope you can join us.  All are Welcome! 

 
 

Feast of St. Francis 
Monday, October 4, 9:00 AM 

Special Daily Eucharist  
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Brant Beach 

 

After 9:00 Mass, refreshments will be served. 
Rita Kostopoulos will read The Canticle of the Creatures  

in Italian and give a short talk on the poem written by  
St. Francis. 

 
A Talk On St. Francis of Assisi 

by Fr. Steve and Sr. Pat 
after the 11:30 AM Masses 

October 24 

Parish Celebrations for the Feast of St. Francis 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Franciscan Faith  
Community of Holy Name Province in the Diocese of 
Trenton.  Find out more about Holy Name Province online 
at: www.hnp.org 
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 St. Francis of  Assisi Parish  
Online Giving! 

 

stfrancisparishlbi.org 

 

Second Collection Today: 
 

Church Buildings & Grounds Maintenance 
Living at the shore requires consistent maintenance & repairs to 
the 4 churches that make up St. Francis Parish.  This collection 
helps us fund the upkeep of our facilities & the significant costs 
in maintaining our grounds.  Please help us serve you by being 
generous. 
 

Last Week’s 2nd Collection 

 

St. Francis Ministries - Peace & Justice 
Collected: $6,776 
 

This Week We Need: 
Budgeted: $34,000 
 

Last Week’s Collection 
Budgeted: $28,000 
Collected: $24,125.50 
 

Appeals Box Family Faith 
Judith Clayton, Director of Family Faith  (Ext. 153) 
jclayton@stfrancislbi.org 
Angie Graiff, Elementary Coordinator (Ext. 150) 
Mary Lou Ligus, Administrative Assistant (Ext. 179) 
Marion Pierri, Registration & Tuition Coordinator  (Ext. 177) 

Dear families: don’t forget to register your  
children for the upcoming Family Faith 
year!  We look forward to welcoming you 
all back in September.   

 

Contact Marion Pierri at mpierri@stfrancislbi.org or 
(609) 494-8813 ext. 177 for more information on the 
registration process. 
 

New families to our programs should contact our  
Director, Judy Clayton at jclayton@stfrancislbi.org or  
(609) 494-8813 ext. 153. 

Adult Faith Enrichment and  
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

RCIA and ADULT FAITH ENRICHMENT  
IS BAAAACK. 

 

Any adult interested in becoming Catholic, 
or any Catholic who desires first Communion 

and/or Confirmation,  
please call Sister Pat or Father Steve 

at extension 157. 
Classes are open to everyone. 

 

“Sacraments [part 1]?” 
Tuesday, October 19 at 7:00 PM, 

 

Sr. Kate Meeting Room. 

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal 
Goal: $100,000.00 

 

Gift Count: 364 
Donors:  274 
Raised:    $55,374.00 
Collected:   $53,097.44 
Pledge Balance:  $  1,766.56 

Read our bulletin online at 
www.stfrancisparishlbi.org 

 

Daily gospel reflections can be found on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 
 

Follow St. Francis Parish on Instagram: 
StFrancisChurchLBI 

 

Franciscan Sisters of Philadelphia, PA 
Vocation Office   vocations@osfphil.org 
 

St. Francis is a sending Parish to St. Mary Academy 
(609) 597-3800 or visit: www.stmaryknights.org 

We regret to advise that the annual Cornerstone Sister's  
Retreat scheduled for October 22 & 23 has been cancelled.  
The spiritual tradition of gathering in person and sharing 
prayer, reflection and meals together in an overnight setting 
amidst the Delta Variant presented too great a risk so as to 
ensure the safety and comfort of our attendees.  We look 
forward to planning for the 2022 Cornerstone Retreat  
scheduled for Friday, October 21 & Saturday, October 22, 
2022.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Women’s Cornerstone Retreat 
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Franciscan Spiritual Center 
Presents: 

An Invitation to Contemplative Living 
This program calls out to those who desire to live more contemplatively 
in the world, to grow in union with God and others, and to become 
more aware, intentional and free.  God liberates us and heals us 
through the practice of contemplative prayer.  We will continue 
meeting by zoom on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM 
for Centering Prayer and Lectio along with resuming our in-person 
sessions with presentations on the 2nd Saturday in September,  
October and November from 9:45 AM to noon.  Email Kathy Egan 
for more information at:klegan.chaplain@gmail.com    
Next scheduled sessions: October  6, 10:30 AM, via zoom 
            October 9, 9:45 AM, Sr. Lounge 

Men’s Spirituality Group 
The Men’s Spirituality Group meets in the Senior Lounge on  
Saturday morning from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. Seating is limited.  
Please contact Deacon Bob of Father Steve to reserve your place. 
Next scheduled meeting: October 16, 10:00 AM, Sr. Lounge 

Meetings: 
St. Francis Center unless otherwise noted. 

Book Club 
September through November 2021 we will meet in person at  
St. Francis Center in either Room 102 or the Knight Wing 
Conference Room, (Room 212) on the last Tuesday of the  
month from 1:30-2:30 PM.   
Next scheduled meeting: October 26, Room 212 
 

Order of the Franciscans Secular ofs 
Sunday, October 3, 12:30 PM Surf City Church Hall, 
Fraternity Meeting; 5:00 PM, Brant Beach Church Hall, 
Transitus. 
 

Scripture Study 
Meets Bi-monthly on Wednesdays, at 7:00 PM via “Zoom” to 
learn, discuss and reflect on passages of the Sacred Scriptures.  
Call Tom Troyano at (732) 261-4721 or email: 
tomtroyano@comcast.net for more information.   
Next scheduled zoom meeting: October 6. 
 

Survivors of Suicide 
Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM via “Zoom”.  
Call Sr. Pat McNiff, osf at (609) 494-8813 for more information.  

CALLING ALL BOYS AND GIRLS 
  

Do you find mass boring?  If you do, why not 
sign up to be an altar server.  We need young 
people [after First Communion] to help with 
priests and/or carry the cross in the parade at 
the beginning and end of mass.  The more you 

do during the mass, the more interesting mass becomes. 
 

Have your parents contact Ms. Toby McCarthy  
via email toby121e@comcast.net  

or call/text (609) 923 5417. 
 

Parents, don’t worry…Ms. Toby will do the training, and 
your child will serve only ONE mass per month. 

Help Wanted - Altar Server Ministry 

 Are you interested in a deeper relationship with God?  Do you 
experience a desire to pray always?  Are you searching for a better 
understanding of the actions of God’s grace in your life?  
 

 Spiritual Direction is not about problem solving.  It is neither 
counseling nor therapy.  It is about enhancing one’s prayer life.  
Directors help people recognize and respond to God’s will in their life 
experiences.  One Director summed up the process this way, “All I do 
is listen.  People already have a spiritual life; they are not starting here.  
Often they need relief from the pressure that they are not doing the 
right thing.  I help them see the goodness in where they are on their 
journey, not where they think they’re supposed to be.”  God is the real 
spiritual director. 
 

 The Diocese of Trenton has several training programs called an 
internship.  These are two or three year programs focusing on 
deepening one’s own spiritual life and on learning the dynamics of 
Spiritual Direction.  Upon completion of the program a person receives 
a Certificate from the Diocese. 
 

 Our parish has five certified Spiritual Directors.   
 

 There is no charge for Spiritual Direction.  If you think this might 
be a way for you to recognize God’s actions in your life please call: 
 

 

Maryann Barrek, ofs, (609) 661-4441, 
Anne Bock, ofs, (609) 204-3835,  

Kathy Egan, (215) 694-4651, 
Mary Lou Jacoby, (732) 995-6917 
Pat Simmons, ofs, (609) 661-1361. 

Spiritual Direction 
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Employment Opportunity 

St. Francis Center is an EOE/AA Employer 

Children’s Services 
Toddler Room Head Teacher 

Seeking a person with a warm, nurturing, and friendly personality, be 
able to relate well with children and families.  Be willing to fulfill 
his/her responsibilities in accordance with the Center’s/Children’s 
Services Philosophy/Mission Statement.  Prefer a background in 
early childhood education and experience working with Toddlers 
(13 months-2years of age).  First Aid & CPR Certified and  
Bi-Lingual a plus. 
Position: Year-round, Full-time with benefits 
Hours/Pay:  $13.00 w/ BA Degree in Early Childhood 
Days: Monday-Friday 
 

Counseling Services 
Positions:  Full-time Bilingual (Fluent English/Spanish) Licensed 
Counselor 
Days: Monday through Friday (Some evening hours required) 
Must complete 40-hour Confidential Sexual Violence Advocate 
Training (provided free of charge by the agency).  On-site clinical 
supervision is provided. 
Must have Current Professional License:  LSW, LAC, LPC or 
LCSW. 
 

Senior Services 
Position: Full time Caseworker (Outreach and Information  
Assistance Worker) 
Days/Hours:  40 hours a week- Monday-Friday  
Pay: $12 per hour  
Must have Phone/Communication, Computer & Organization skills.  
Must have valid driver license. Due to COVID-19 restrictions most 
work is being conducted from the office however normally the  
position requires home visits with clients. 
 

Recreation/Pool 
Position: Year-round Part-time Lifeguard for an indoor pool and 2 
seasonal outdoor pools. 
MUST currently possess Red Cross pool lifeguard certification, 
CPR/AED and First Aid Certification. 
Days: Monday-Friday, and/or weekend – Daytime shift coverage 
needed. 
Pay: $12 per hour 
 
 

**All full-time positions are offered benefits including Health 
Care, Paid time off, life insurance, 403B (retirement plan) with 
company match, and more. 
** Part-time positions are offered paid sick time and  
employee discounts 
 

Please send resumes to  
abodine@stfrancislbi.org 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

49th Annual LBI 18 Mile Race  
October 10  

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive  
October 26 

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic it has been the responsibility of the Human 
Resources Director, along with the Executive Director of the Community Center 
and the Pastor of St Francis Parish to implement policies which are aimed at  
keeping both the staff of the Parish and Center and the community members we 
serve, safe and healthy.  We receive public health and policy guidance from the 
LBI Health Department, The State of New Jersey, The Diocese of Trenton, The 
CDC, and OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration).  We have 
many different programs operating under one roof, which can make developing 
and implementing policies rather complicated.  We have the Parish, Recreation 
(for kids and adults), the Childcare Center, Senior Services, and many other  
programs grant funded through the State and the County.  Due to rules set forth by 
the state for Childcare Centers, we still require that masks are worn in certain 
areas of the building, including the majority of the first floor of the community 
center (excluding the Aquatic Center).  If anyone cannot wear a mask for medical 
reasons, we ask that you do not enter the Center’s main entrance unmasked, but 
instead call the front desk and we will do our best to assist you. 

Did You Know?? 

 SPAGHETTI 
 DINNER AND 
 CAR RAFFLE 
 DRAWING 
 October 9, 2021 
 5:00-8:00 PM 

Tickets on sale at the  
St. Francis Community Center 

$20.00 Adults 
$10.00 Child 

[ Tickets are on sale at the Front Desk. 
Tickets may also be reserved and paid for by credit card 

by calling the Front Desk at: (609) 494-8861  
before October 6th. 

 Please note:  we’ll be selling up to 300 tickets ] 
 

Volunteers needed 
 

Kitchen 
Servers 

Maitre d’ 
Refreshments 

Bread 
Ice Cream 

Cakes 
Coffee and tea 

Tickets 
 

We have a list of volunteers from years past who will receive a phone call 
from Amanda Defusco, Event Coordinator.  If anyone else is interested, 

please contact Amanda via email at adefusco@stfrancislbi.org.   
Please indicate your area of interest in your email.   

We plan a meeting of volunteers at 3:30 PM.  Please plan to attend.   
As always, we appreciate your time and we’re working to accommodate 

our volunteers as well as our guests. 
 

Sauce and Meatballs provided by 
The Sea Shell Resort and Beach Club 
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Family Support Services 
Human Concerns Food Pantry Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

Everyone who enters the building will have their temperature 
taken & will be asked to wear a mask. 
 

The St. Francis Food Pantry has a variety of food options, 
personal hygiene products, and cleaning supplies available.  
Please ask about our Diary-Free Milk alternatives,  
Gluten-Free or Vegan options, Baby Food, Formula, & 
Diapers.  *Spanish-speaking staff is available to translate.  
 

Join our text message alert system to receive alerts about the 
food pantry and annual projects. TO ENROLL TEXT 
“PANTRY” TO 833-511-0760  **carrier text message rates may 
apply**  
 

***************************************************  
Donations needed for the Food Pantry: 
   

Baked Beans, Corn, String Beans, Beets, Peas , Carrots, 
Side Rice Packets, Taco Products,  

School Snacks for Kids, Pasta Sauce,  
Detergent, Soap, Personal Products, Dish Detergent  

Donations for the Food Pantry can be left in the bins marked “donation” 
in the front of the Community Center.  If you would like to make a 
monetary donation to the Food Pantry it can be made through our 
website: http://stfranciscenterlbi.org/donate via PayPal.   

Family Support Services:  
To learn more about our programs visit our website at 
http://stfranciscenterlbi.org 

Parenting & Anger Management Groups 
Auto Ownership  
Parents As Teachers  
Maintaining the Integrity of Spanish Speaking Families 

Senior Services 
For information call ext. 108 or 109. 

If you are 60 years or older and in need of food shopping services, 
you should know that the Ocean County Office of Senior Services 
and St. Francis Senior Services has partnered with a reputable  
nonprofit, Jersey Cares, to provide this service.   
 

You can be assured your safety is our top priority and that all  
volunteers are fully vetted including background checks.  
 

If you are interested in participating in this program please call  
St. Francis Senior Services at (609) 978-6220 or  St. Francis Senior 
Services Berkeley Office at (732) 244-9600.  

Jersey Cares - Senior Shoppers Program 

Information and Assistance, Telephone Reassurance Calls, 
Caregiver Assistance Options Counseling: Application  
Assistance for PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance for the Aged 
and Disabled), Meals on Wheels, SHIP Counseling (State 
Health Insurance Program), Energy Assistance, JACC (Jersey 
Assistance for Community Caregivers) and many more.   
Socialization, Recreation, and Exercise programs are available - 
please call for availability. 
 

Medicare Part D open enrollment period begins on October 
15th and runs through December 7th.  During this time, people 
with Medicare can sign up for a prescription drug plan (PDP) or 
switch their current Medicare Part D plan in order to have the 
best coverage beginning January of 2022. 

Recreation & Aquatics 
For info. please call ext. 105.  Visit the Fall/Winter 
Brochure online at www.stfranciscenterlbi.org or pick 
up a Brochure at the Center lobby. 

* SESSION II * 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

Monday, October 4, 9:00 AM 
 

Classes start October 12 

St. Francis Community Center’s Preschool and Childcare are fully 
accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC). 
www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families.org.  We are also a Grow NJ 
Kids 4 Star Program. www.grownjkids.gov. 
 

Masks will be required for 2 years and up - they will be encouraged to 
wear a mask throughout the day. 

Year-round Childcare for Children 

TODDLER & PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

Available Care 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM, 5 Days a Week 
Full Day and Work Day  

Toddlers:  Ages 13 months to 2 1/2         Preschoolers:  Ages 2 1/2 to 5 

Children’s Services 
For information call ext. 114. 
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Counseling Service by appointment (609) 494-1554 
Services are currently being offered via telephone or  
various online platforms.  We have openings for new  

clients at this time.  Please call (609) 494-1554. 

St. Francis Travel 

Home Town Travel 
128 Bartlett Ave., Bartlett Commons,  
Rt. 9 South, West Creek, NJ 08092 
Call Nancy at Home Town Travel  (609) 597-5100 
Email: hometowntravel@comcast.net 

Sightseeing Trips & Cruises 

St. Francis Ireland with Father Kevin  
October 21-29, 2021  

Ireland is officially opened for our group tour with Father Kevin in October.  We 
still have 6 more seats if interested.  Proof of COVID vaccination is required.  
Please call.  Rate of $3,499 double occupancy will include: round trip air on  
United from Newark (including all current government fees and taxes).   
 

Join Father Steve in Iceland (currently waitlisted) 
February 1-6, 2022 

Price $1,699 per person double occupancy will include: round trip airfare from  
Newark to Reykjavik, hotel accommodations for four nights (inc. taxes and fees).  
Two chances to see the Northern Lights*.  A valid passport and proof of COVID  
vaccination will be required. *Northern Lights are not guaranteed 
 

Imperial Cities with Oberammergau Passion Play 
September 19-29, 2022 

Rate of $6,099 double occupancy includes: 16 meals, round trip air from Newark, 
sightseeing, Passion play and much more.   
 

Thanksgiving Cruise - Anthem of the Seas (Round trip Cape Liberty, NJ)  
November 21-28, 2021  Experience the tallest waterslide in North America or snap 
a photo 450 feet above the beach in CoCo Cay.  Rates start at $1,179 per person 
and include a $50/cabin on board credit. 
 

For more information or reservations, contact  
Nancy at Home Town Travel (609) 597-5100 

 

or visit St. Francis Parish Website at: https://www.stfrancisparishlbi.org/travel 

Community Bulletin Board 

October is National Domestic Violence Month. 
 

With the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, we are also hearing the 
title "The Shadow Pandemic" as it refers to the rise in intimate

-partner violence in correlation to lockdowns and rising  
tension.  While this is one of many ongoing concerns in our 
society as well as our direct community, it is important that 
we acknowledge and use this time to spread awareness and 
bring resources to anyone who may be in need of support. 

 

At St. Francis Counseling Service, we serve all victims of 
crime through grant-funded individual counseling services. 

Not a victim of crime?  We also offer services on an  
affordable, sliding-fee scale.  We are happy to speak with you 
regarding services we provide or offer recommendations for 

more suitable services in our area.  We are here to help! 
 

You can reach us at (609) 494-1554 during the hours of  
Monday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Tuesday through Thursday  
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM, and Friday 9:00 AM -5:00 PM.  Our  

24 hour hotline is available by calling (609) 494-1090. 

Coastal Volunteers in Medicine 

Saturday, October 16,12:30 PM at  
Holy Trinity Church, 5800 LB Blvd., Brant Beach 

Two-mile walk by the ocean in memory of Larry Picarello 
a full-time resident of LBI who passed away in April of 2020.  Larry 
gave his time and energies to Coastal VIM in our efforts to provide 
health care to those who cannot afford insurance and who are not 
eligible for Medicaid.  Registration is $25.00 and entitles registrant to 
a T-Shirt.  Sponsorship is also available for $100.00.  Please visit our 
website at coastalvim.org/fundraisers.  Click on the Larry Picarello 
Memorial “Be Well” Stroll to register or send a check with T-shirt 
size to Coastal VIM, PO Box 99, Manahawkin 08050. 

Francis House of Prayer 

Francis House of Prayer 
Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 

84 Walnford Road • Allentown, NJ 08501 
(609) 877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net 

Please check www.FHOP.org for registration, directions  
and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in person  
unless otherwise indicated. 

 

October Offerings: 
Abundance, A Special Retreat for the Feast of St. Francis 
Monday, October 4, 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM.  We will spend time  
outdoors discovering God’s Presence and we will listen to and  
reflect on portions of Franciscan Richard Rohr’s In the Footsteps of  
St. Francis – Awakening to Creation.  Donation: $25, includes lunch; 
Zoom $20. 
 

Mother Knows Best 
Thursday, October 7, 1:00 – 3:30 PM.  Learn one of life's most  
important lessons.  Your teacher is Mother Nature! Trust her wisdom, 
as through prayer, silence, reading and sharing she patiently teaches 
you what is worth holding onto in life and what you can let go of! 
Draw close to her through the beauty surrounding Francis House. 
Donation: $20.  
 

The Wisdom Pattern 
9 Mondays, October 4 thru June 6, 1:00 – 3:00 PM.  We will use 
Rohr’s book, The Wisdom Pattern, as well as excerpts from his daily 
meditations, as our guides for prayer and discussion this year.  We will 
also spend time in contemplative prayer each session.  Donation: $175. 

Soroptimist Clothes Closet 
Stafford Community Center, 25 Pine St., Manahawkin 
The Soroptimist Clothes Closet is now open the first and third 
Wednesday of each month from 4:00-6:00 PM and every Saturday 
from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM.  Free clothing to any women having 
trouble making ends meet and in need of clothing. 
 

With a voucher and an appointment you can choose from: work 
attire, jackets & coats, everyday clothing, shoes and accessories!   
 

Vouchers are available at St. Francis Food Pantry, Churches, & 
Stafford Community Center. 
 

Call Madelyn at (609) 276-3308 to book an appointment. 
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SAFE and SECURE
MEDICINE DISPOSAL

A safe and secure way

to dispose of

unused medication.

James N. Suddeth, M.D. • Harry L. Larkin, M.D. • Paul W. Prosperi, D.O.

Diplomates of the American Board of Family Medicine
1812 Long Beach Blvd., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 609-494-2323
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609-597-4513 • www.kngmarine.com

•Bulkheads 
•Demolition 

•Piers & Docks
•Barge Service
•Pile Driving

•Boat Lifts

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS

FENCING 
&

RAILING

progressivefenceandrail.com

400 Long Beach Boulevard

Surf City Office

609-342-0973

Here For You Since 1975
Samuel E. Epstein, DO Judy Kerlin, APN Eric S. Baskin, DPM

Board Certified Board Certified ANCC Fellow, American College
Orthopedic Surgery of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BEHIND SOUTHERN OCEAN MEDICAL CENTER
~ Accepting Most Insurances & Medicare ~

advocarestaffordortho.com • 609-597-6092 
facebook.com/AdvocareStaffordOrthopedics

1168 BEACON AVENUE • MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050

www.AIRTECHNJ.com

SAME DAY SERVICE!

A/C TUNE-UP SPECIAL W/AD$8995

609-494-1400

LBI Best HVAC Company

Master HVACR Lic. #5174 | Master Plumbing Lic. #1253

At Barnegat BayAtAtAtAt BBBBBarararneneeneeneggagagagagggggg ttt BaBaBBaaBayyyyyyyy
2001 Long Beach Boulevard

Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Live Life With Passion!

      Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

W: 609-492-1145 x1026 • C: 609-713-4164

Mary Ann O’Shea, CRS, ABR, GRI
Broker/Salesperson

Bugbee-Riggs
Funeral Home LLC

1119 Long Beach Blvd (Corner of 12th St.) 
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Robert C. Riggs, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4631

www.RiggsFuneralHome.com

609-494-2565
Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations

Cremation Services
& Traditional Burials

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (L)

St. Mary’s Cemetery
A Garden of Abiding Peace
Serving the Catholic Faith

· MAUSOLEUM · CRYPTS · NICHES · GARDEN LOTS

PRE NEED COUNSELING
Evening & Weekend Appointments

Office: 283 Beachview Ave.
Manahawkin (609) 597-8289

A Trusted Name in Funeral Care for Three Generations

203 Main Street • West Creek NJ 08092

Memorial Services • Advance Planning
www.polhemuscremations.com

*Convenient In-Home Appointments*
609-294-8000

RICHARD M. POLHEMUS
Owner/Manager • NJ Lic. No. 4000

listwithmaryann@lbihomevalues.com www.lbihomevalues.com

LIC #13VH09318500

FREE SERVICE CALL WITH ANY REPAIR

    609-661-8959
Door Repairs

Openers & Installations

• Interior
• Exterior

609.661.0504

Fully 
Insured

Professional Quality Workmanship

$159.00w/coupon

Okie Whitcraft
Owner

NOW 
OPEN!

2107 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD 
SURF CITY, NJ

609-494-5577

Fred Szwed 609-350-0840
fredszwed@gmail.com

BAKER HARDWOOD 
FLOORING CO.

SANDING • STAINING • BLEACHING
INSTALLATION • FINISHING 
FLOOR REPAIR
DUST FREE SANDING

609-698-7128
bakerhardwood@aol.com

Bill Harrington • Proprietor

HING

rietor

FREE ESTIMATES • FULL INSURED



Honest~Reliable~Helpful~Friendly
Megan Russo, Realtor® 

Sales Associate
609-879-1967 CELL

609-494-6000 OFFICE
mrusso@weichert.com

megan-russo.weichert.com

Long Beach Island Office

LANDSCAPE SERVICESLALAALAALAALAAALAAAALAAAALAALAALAAAAAAALAALALALAAAAAALAAAALALALAALALAALAAAAAAAANNNNNDNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN SCAPE SERVICES

ENVIRONMENTAL LAND DESIGN · SEASONAL CLEAN-UPS
TREE SHRUB & PERENNIAL FLOWER/ORNAMENTAL GRASS CARESE SHRSHRRHRURU

OWNER

OPERATED

SINCE 1999

ASS CGGGGRRGGRGRARASASSSS CCA

SERVING
THE LBI & MAINLAND AREA

OUR STANDARDS MEET RUTGER’S SPECIFICATIONS FOR LANDSCAPE PLANTING

LBIPG@COMCAST.NET · 609-494-4808

lauren@trinitybookkeepingservices.com

www.trinitybookkeepingservices.com

609-489-3336

Lauren Daniels 
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

QUAL ITY.  ACCURACY.  INTEGR ITY

T R I N I T Y
B     K K E E P I N GO O

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
BY GIO

STORM DOOR INSTALLATION & REPAIR

609-661-2313
~No Job Too Small~
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

555 Lacey Rd • Forked River, NJ 08731
Cell: 732-539-2161

Office: 800-299-2129
www.actionplusrealty.comNoreen Polo

Realtor-Associate
npolo@actionplusrealty.com

SHORE BULKHEADS & DOCKS

Bulkheads • Decks • Docks
Bulkhead Repair Specialists

609.713.0850
Insured • Lic# 13VH10968100

Boat Sales & Service
609-494-2102

• Specializing in vacation and 
    second homes on LBI.
• 500+ Transactions in the 20 years plus.
• Mention this ad and I will donate 30%

    of my commission to St. Francis parish 
    or a charity of your choice.

256 W. 9th Street
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

(609) 494-2800

www.SoldOnLBI.com

WALT DOMBROWSKI
Parishioner • Realtor®
direct: 609.618.9800

Owned & Operated by 

609-494-5990

“LBI’S FAVORITE PIZZA SINCE 1980”

PANZONE’S
BEACH HAVEN • SURF CITY

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (R)

F U N E R A L  H O M E 

Mark C. DeMeno, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4554
Francis A. Hoyer, Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 4262
ShinnFuneralHome.com

10 HILLIARD DRIVE ·  MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050 ·  609-597-7740

Dedicated to improving the quality of 
life in the community we serve.

~Affordable Cremation Services Offered~

609.607.7230
608 Long Beach Blvd • Surf City, NJ

technosoundandvideo@gmail.com
Fully Insured • HIC #13VH06976400

Audio • Video • Control

TechnoSoundandVideo.com

608 609  709  3429

MURPHY 
& CO.

Whether Buying, Selling or Renting ... 
Let My 40+ Years of Real Estate Work For You!

DAVID DELEO 
Broker Associate

OFFICE: 609-207-7297
DIRECT: 609-276-2785

lbirealtorsdaveandrich@yahoo.com

www.murphymoves.com

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 
REAL ESTATE MURPHY & CO.

1813 LONG BEACH BLVD. · N. BEACH HAVEN, NJ 08008
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise.

Parishioner

Patrick O’Donnell
Sales Associate

C:609-709-2842 · O: 609-492-4444
Patrick@CoastalLiving.pro

CAUSEWAY GLASS CO.
Glass Replacement Home & Auto

Complete Aluminum Service
297 W. 8th St. • 494-1652

Ship Bottom, New Jersey

MARINE REPAIRS

492-3088
Amber St. & Del. Ave., Beach Haven

Licensed Emissions Repair Facility
Complete Auto Service & Repair

KELLY GABRIEL
Broker Associate

CELL: 609-994-8999
OFFICE: 609-484-9890 · FAX: 609-939-0803

455 ROUTE 9 SOUTH · LITTLE EGG HARBOR, NJ 08087
     www.KW.com       KellyGetsItSold@gmail.com

Training / Upgrades / Repairs / Virus Removal
Computer Repair

609-978-5227
Tafaro Associates • Ed Tafaro - Owner

www.tafaroassociates.com

212 N. Long Beach Blvd., Surf City

609-494-3800Sales • Rentals



Ann Sheridan
REALTOR®

Zack Shore, REALTOR®

675 Route 72 East · Manahawkin, NJ 08050

Office: 609-597-6464 x1205
Cell: 917-699-6893 eFax: 609-312-4258

asheridan@zackshore.com
www.AnnSheridan.ZackShore.com

Beware of Social Security Phone Scams!

Learn more at oig.ssa.gov/scam

• Let’s SLAM phone 
scams together.

• TELL your friends 
and family.

• HANG UP 
on phone scams.

609-294-1875
CELL: 609-713-1875

customalleyslipcovers.com

Serving Monmouth & Ocean Counties

SAMANTHA JOHNSON
Realtor® Associate
609-891-7740

sjohnsonnjrealty.lbi@gmail.com

NANCY REMINI
Realtor® Associate
646-296-9663

nancyremini@rivierarealty.com

SHIP BOTTOM OFFICE · 1120 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · 609-494-6622

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

JUDY SEDDON & LAUREN SEDDON
LBI VIBE REAL ESTATE TEAM

THE VAN DYK GROUP 
FULL SERVICE - SALES & RENTALS

12800 LONG BEACH BLVD., BEACH HAVEN TERRACE, NJ 08008
OFFICE: 609-492-1511 · JUDY CELL: 609-703-1343 · LAUREN CELL: 609-335-0726726

Lawrence (Larry) Adamson, Realtor
35 Years Experience
Eucharistic Minister, Lector
Stand Up Comedian

Quality Service, with Lots of Laughs!

609-978-8748 Office
714 N Main Street
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
TheEliteTeamRealty.com

908-930-6653 Cell
Lga120951@aol.com

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • DUCT CLEANING
HVAC SERVICE CONTRACTS

609-467-8600
expressplumbingnj.net

$50 OFF
Duct Cleaning

$59 OFF

$25 OFF
New Customer9-467-8600

$
Du

$

$
Ne

Furnace 
Tune-Up

SERVING LBI FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

JON NELKE
CONT. #13VH02451600

OFFICE 609-494-4441
816 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · SUITE 6 · SHIPBOTTOM

FAMILY MARKET & SPIRIT SHOP
Custom Cut “Certified Angus Beef”
Gourmet Service Deli Department

Fresh Deli Sandwiches & Hoagies “Made To Order”
Quality Hand-Sliced Deli Meats & Cheeses

Delicious Store-Made Salads
FULL SERVICE “ONE STOP” SHOPPING
FULL SELECTION BEST QUALITY

BEER · WINE · LIQUOR FARM FRESH PRODUCE

9 SOUTH BAY AVENUE · BEACH HAVEN, NJ · 492-5100

MURPHY’S

CALLAN & 
MOELLER
Construction

Service is Our
Way of Business

609.492.1102

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836            Outside

609.242.3567 F: 609.242.3330

LouAnn B. Van Liew, D.M.D.
615 Lacey Road, Suite 5 | Forked River, NJ 08731

allaboutsmilesdentistry.net

A l l  A b o u t  S m i l e s
D e n t i s t r y

Ocean Medical M.D., P.A.
FA M I L Y  PH Y S I C I A N S

Anthony J. Picaro, MD, FAAFP, ABFP · Todd Schmoll, DO, AOBFP
Cynthia Schmoll, DO, AOBFP

3003 Long Beach Boulevard, Beach Haven Gardens      492-0900

ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
KATHLEEN A. SHERIDAN, ESQ.

Member: National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
And Academy of Special Needs Planners

609-361-8300
382 West  9th  S treet  ·  Su i te  6

Sh ip  Bot tom,  NJ  08008

oceancountyelderlaw.com

• Planning For Long Term Care - Nursing Homes 
and Assisted Living

• Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney & Trusts
• Medicaid Planning
• Estate Planning & Estate Administration
• Residential & Commercial Real Estate

6115 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · SUITE 2 · BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008

H O M E  D E C O R

WEBSITE: WWW.GIFTEDBYTHESEA.COM

Gifts for all occasions, including religious gifts for Baptisms, Communions and Inspiration.

IKMINSURANCE.COM
2 E. 79th St.

Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008
609.494.9200

Stephen Dolphin
Sales Associate

Mobile: 609-276-9855
Office: 609-494-9495

stevedolphin27@gmail.com
4008 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 08008

609-492-1666

WE SPECIALIZE IN
Bathroom/Kitchen · Remodeling · Lighting 
Outdoor  Construction · Landscape Lighting 

Fences · Flood & Mold Restoration · Deck 
Refinishing · Interior/Exterior Painting

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS

45 WESTCHESTER DRIVE · LITTLE EGG HARBOR, NJ 08087

15%
OFF
With This Ad

609-857-387 1


