t BRIDGE

With open arms
for all!

All are welcome!

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH « 4700 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD, BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008

Second Sunday of Lent

| Surrender

Loving Father,

| come before you,

asking for your mercy.

May my faith be as strong

as that of Abraham.

Grant me steadfastness this Lent,
in my pursuit of a deeper prayer life.
Free me from obstacles

that keep me from you.

May I find peace in your presence.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, February 25, 2024
Continued Change

Today’s readings: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Psalm
116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19; Romans 8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10.

In today’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John glimpse Jesus’ glory as

he is transfigured before them on the mountaintop. Peter, intent
on staying at the site of their beatific vision of Jesus, Moses,
and Elijah, suggests that three tents be made. “Rabbi, it is good
that we are here,” he tells Jesus. Each week we participate in

a mystery as we take part in Sunday Mass. There, as the
Eucharistic Prayer is prayed, the bread and the wine become
the Body and Blood of Christ. But the elements of bread and
wine are not all that are transformed during the liturgy. In the
Eucharistic Prayer, it is also prayed that we “may become one
body, one spirit in Christ.” When we are especially attentive to

the prayers, songs, and gestures of the liturgy, we may say to
ourselves and one another, “It is good that we are here.”
Transformed by the liturgy, we leave the church to bring the
presence of Christ and the Word of God into the world. Just as
the apostles could not stay with Jesus on the mountaintop, the
faithful cannot remain in the church. As the Second Vatican
Council’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy states, “The

renewal in the eucharist of the covenant between the Lord and his

people draws the faithful into the compelling love of Christ and
sets them on fire.” Our mission, as we leave the liturgy, is to
testify to God’s love, bringing hope to those facing difficult
times. We make Christ known as we accompany others.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

FEBRUARY 25, 2024




St. Francis of Assisi, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ

DATE MASS INTENTIONS READINGS EVENTS
(L) Living +Deceased
Saturday, 9:00 AM +Thomas Ackers Dt. 26:16-19;
February 24 3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation Mt. 5:43-48
5:00 PM +Harry Carline Gn. 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
+George Sansverie Rom. 8:31b-34;
Mk. 9:2-10
Sunday, 8:30 AM +Michael & Geraldine Apruzzese| Gn. 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; | Live-Streaming 10:00 AM Mass
February 25 +Michael Loscaizo Rom. 8:31b-34; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlb
10:00 AM +John Callanan Mk. 9:2-10
+Anne Dobbs
11:30 AM +Dorothy Russell
Monday, 9:00 AM +Gloria Carlo Dn. 9:4b-10;
February 26 Lk. 6:36-38
Tuesday, 9:00 AM +Joseph M. Keegan Is. 1:10, 16-20; 9:45 AM St. Anthony Novena
February 27 Mt. 23:1-12 1:30 PM Book Club, Room 212
5:15 PM Dinner With Friends, Church Hall
7:00 PM Men’s Planning Meeting, Surf City
Wednesday, 9:00 AM +Thomas Ackers Jer. 18:18-20; 10:00 AM Scripture Study, Room 102
February 28 Mt. 20:17-28 2:00 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, 9:00 AM +Carol Grove Jer: 7:5-10;
February 29 Lk. 16:19-31
Friday, 9:00 AM +Neno Venturo Gn. 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28; |11:00 AM OA, Room 102
March 1 Mt. 21:33-43, 45-46 Soup 6:00 PM, 7:00 PM Stations
Live-Streaming 7:00 PM Stations
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlb
Saturday, 9:00 AM +Thomas Ackers Mi. 7:14-15, 18-20; 9:30 AM 1-Day Retreat, Maris Stella
March 2 3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation Lk. 15:1-3, 11-32
5:00 PM +Davie Weiner Ex. 20:1-17,
1 Cor. 1:22-25;
Jn. 2:13-25
Sunday, 8:30 AM +Helen Ballinger Ex. 20:1-17; Live-Streaming 10:00 AM Mass
March 3 +Linda Rose Hunt 1 Cor. 1:22-25; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlb
10:00 AM +Dave Weiner Jn. 2:13-25 12:30 PM Order of Franciscan Seculars,
+Frederick Noel Sharkey Church Hall
11:30 AM +Dominic Napolitano
+Barbara Lally

Mass Schedule

St. Francis of Assisi, Brant Beach
9:00 AM Daily Mass
Reconciliation: 3:30-4:30 PM
Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 AM
Live-Streaming Mass - Sundays 10:00 AM
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi
St. Thomas of Villanova, Surf City - CLOSED for the Season
St. Thomas Aquinas, Beach Haven - CLOSED for the Season

St. Clare, Loveladies - CLOSED for the Season

Read our bulletin online at
www.stfrancisparishlbi.org
Daily gospel reflections can be found on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi
Follow St. Francis Parish on Instagram:
StFrancisChurchLBI
St. Francis is a sending Parish to St. Mary Academy
(609) 597-3800 or visit: www.stmaryknights.org

Please enjoy a free copy of
Bp. Barron’s
Lenten Gospel Reflections.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Franciscan Faith
Community of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the Diocese of
Trenton. Find out more about Our Lady of Guadalupe
online at: https://friars.us

Emergency Information
1. Call the main office (609) 494-8861.

The books offer a daily
reflection during Lent.
They can be found at the doors

of the church, while supplies last.

There will be a recording.
2. Check Facebook
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi
St Francis of Assisi Parish for updates.
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Parish Information - (609) 494-8813

Emergency Information: Available on our answering machine
(609) 494-8861 and on the following website:
schoolclosingsnj.com and facebook.com/stfrancisparishibi.

Evacuation Information: In the event of a hurricane, severe
weather, or extreme high tides, please do not call the Parish Office
for assistance and note that none of the parish buildings (churches,
community center, residences or maintenance facilities) has been
designated as an evacuation site. Evacuate as soon as you can, following
the direction of local officials.

Parish Reqistration: The Parish Office is located on the second
floor of St. Francis Community Center, 4700 Long Beach Blvd.,
Long Beach Twp., NJ. Office hours are Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The office is closed for lunch from 12:00 to
1:00 PM. Please notify the Parish Office as soon as possible if you
are moving.

Baptism: The sacrament is celebrated three times a month at

St. Francis Parish. Group Baptisms are the 2" Saturday at 10:00 AM
and the last Sunday at 12:45 PM each month at St. Francis Church
in Brant Beach. Baptisms during Mass are celebrated on the 3"
Sunday of each month at the last Mass in each Church. Call the
Parish Office for availability and requirements: (609) 494-8813
ext. 154 or 155.

Family Faith: For children in grades one through eight. Please
call Judith Clayton at (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 for more information.

Marriage: In accordance with the Common Policy of the five
Dioceses of New Jersey, arrangements must be made ONE YEAR in
advance. Couples are required to attend Marriage Preparation classes.
Weddings are performed on Friday or Saturday. Weddingsare NOT
performed on Sundays, the beach, Memorial Day, Fourth of July or
Labor Day weekends.

Pastoral Visitations: Please notify the Parish Office if you or any
of your loved ones are ill, homebound, in SOMC, nursing homes or
rehabilitation centers.

Parish Office

Michele Beck, Director, Liturgy & Music

Fr. Scott Brookbank, OFM

Judith Clayton, Director, Family Faith Formation
Deacon Robert Cunningham

Fr. Kevin Daly, OFM

Fr. Francis DiSpigno, OFM, Pastor

Fr. John Frambes, OFM

Sr. Patricia McNiff, OSF

Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM

Sr. Pat Klemm, OSF (in-residence)

Marie Maslanka, Parish Secretary

Parish Office - (609) 494-8813,

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM (Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:00 PM)
Family Faith Formation - (609) 494-8813 ext. 153

Parish Finance Council
Cecelia Fowler
Fr. Francis Di Spigno, OFM
Joe Hummel
Joe Vaszily
Stacey Kelsall, Comptroller
Anyone who needs to contact the Parish staff or
Finance Council can do so by visiting our website at:
www.stfrancisparishlbi.org/contact

St. Francis Center

Community Center - (609) 494-8861

Children’s Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 114
Counseling Services - (609) 494-1554

Educational & Career Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 407
Family Support Services - (609) 494-8861

Food Pantry - (833) 511-0760

Recreation & Aquatics - (609) 494-8861 ext. 105

Senior Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 108 or 109

Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM
Jay Pojednic

Joe Mack

Peter Williams

A Letter From The Pastor...

Stewardship’s Talent and Time and the
Bulletin Report on Treasure

I had asked the friars to address at last weekend’s
Masses our use of Time, the third and final aspect of
Stewardship. Two weekends ago a merry band of
parishioners spoke about how we could use our
Talents to be stewards of St. Francis Parish &
Center. A great thank you to Edna Suckow (5 PM),
Noreen Kinevvy (8:30 AM), Bobbi Greene (10
AM), and Mark and Angela Burgan (11:30 AM), for their wonderful
presentations to the community. Thank you for taking the time, using
your talents, and helping us continue our conversation on Stewardship:
The Joy of Sharing the Gospel.

Regarding being stewards of our Treasure, we are making a slight
change in our weekly bulletin. A few months ago, | asked the Parish
Finance Council their thoughts on the weekly collection report in the
bulletin. Their thoughts were the same as mine. We all agreed that it
was disheartening to see that we kept missing the mark. Something was
not right. It seems that week after week our first collections were not
meeting the targeted amount, yet when we received the monthly
financial reports the collection numbers were very good. We were
getting mixed messages. One very astute young man, | was told,
noticed that same discrepancy and ask his mother, “How could the
numbers in the bulletin keep showing that the collections are not
meeting our need, yet Fr. Fran keeps telling us that we are doing well?”
That was my question also and why | asked the Finance Council for
feedback.

Joe Mack and Joe Hummel, members of the Finance Council, and
Stacey Kelsall, our Comptroller, started to dig into the numbers to find
the cause of this confusion. We knew we could not simply divide the
budgeted amount by 52 weeks. Certainly not on Long Beach Island.
Everyone knows that Mass attendance fluctuates due to the time of
year, number of Masses, and number of churches open, etc. We also
know that the weather can make or break a weekend’s collection. If the
weather is bad, it is not that people do not come to Mass, they don’t
come to LBI. If the weather is perfect, we could have a blockbuster
weekend in January. The shift can literally be that dramatic. But you
know that. It is part of life at the beach, especially in the winter.

Somehow, the original parameters to calculate the targeted weekly
numbers were a bit off. So, the team of three decided to rework the list
to reflect goals that are a bit more realistic. They reviewed the historical
data for each week of the year, and they took into consideration the
many variables that could affect a seasonal parish such as ours. The
results of their work are now being published in the bulletin. To
counterbalance the variables, they all agreed that this new scale would
present monthly averages.

Keep in mind that we are only talking about the first collection. Some
of the second collections do stay in the parish but many are directed
outside of the parish, such as the Peter’s Pence collection is sent to the
Vatican, the Catholic University of America second collection goes to
the Bishop’s Conference, and the collection for the Diocese of Trenton
retired priests goes to the diocese.

I hope this answers that young man’s questions as it did mine.

We have a brochure for Time and another for Talent at the doors of the
church. Please take a copy of each and consider how we can all be
stewards of our great community. As always, thank you for your
continued support of St. Francis Parish & Center.

Peace and All Good!

Fr. Francis Di Spigno, OFM
Pastor
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Offertory Collection

This Week’s First Collection:
Needed: $22,400

This Week’s Second Collection:

Human Concerns Project

Our Family Support Services Department is

an important component of our efforts in

homelessness prevention. Our services

include workshops on parenting support,

violence prevention, anger management, the Food Pantry,
utilities assistance, auto ownership of Ocean County & annual
projects. Grants, donations & this collection support this crucial
work. Thank you for your generosity.

Last Week’s First Collection:
Collected: $29,248
Needed: $22,000

Last Week’s Second Collection:
Black & Native American Missions
Collected: $6,689

Collection for Ash Wednesday (Food Pantry)
Collected: $5,477

(Online Giving totals are included in the above figures)
** Thank you for your generosity! * *

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Online Giving!
stfrancisparishibi.org/donate

Did You Khow??

1 The majority of grants received by the
1Center only cover a portion of the costs to
loffer our programs, most of which is
lallotted to the employee salaries directly
Ioroviding those services. Other
Ioperational costs, as well as administrative

costs, utilities, and insurance, all depend
jon donations from the public to help
jsupport running these programs. We are
1thankful for any and all support from the
Icommunity!

Gospel Inspirations:

“’This is my beloved Son. Listen to
him.””

When we pray, let’s ask Jesus to guide us as to how
we can best serve Him.
Pray. Trust. Listen.

Family Faith

Judith Clayton, Director of Family Faith (Ext. 153)
jclayton@stfrancislbi.org

Mary Lou Ligus, Administrative Assistant (Ext. 179)

Mary Lou McGurkin, Registration & Tuition Coordinator (Ext. 177)

The Family Faith program is based on the Four Pillars of the catechism
of the Catholic Church: Creed, Liturgy, Life in Christ, Prayer. Family
Faith classes invite the families to think about their Faith, celebrate
their Faith, practice and pray the Faith.

During the remaining months of the program, the families will discuss
the Mass, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and the Sacraments. Remaining
classes Dates — Grades 1 through 7

March 19-20

April 9-10

May 1 - all classes attend — May Crowning

Confirmation Sessions:

February 27 and March 2

Family Faith classes feature opportunities for parent as the primary
teachers of their children to share the faith journey: Catholic prayers
and devotions, bibles study, social teachings are included

We are fortunate to have special catechists who work with families
of children with special needs. Each child’s program is specifically
designed for them.

Some important dates to remember are:

The sacrament of First Reconciliation will be celebrated on
April 8, 2024.

Twenty of our youth parishioners will be Confirmed on
April 12, 2024

Forty of our children will receive their First Eucharist on
May 4, 2024.

“Families hear the voice of the Father, see the face of Christ and live in
the house of the Church with the Holy Spirit. It gives them a map of
life for this earth and the goal of eternal life
hereafter.”

Rev. Alfred McBride O Praem

CELEBRATING MARRIAGE
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

World Marriage Day- February 11"

Celebrating the Beauty of
Catholic Marriage
from The Catechism
Read more: www.uscch.org

1644 The love of the spouses requires, of its very nature,
the unity and indissolubility of the spouses’ community
of persons, which embraces their entire life: "so they are
no longer two, but one flesh.” They "are called to grow
continually in their communion through day-to-day fidelity
to their marriage promise of total mutual self-giving." This
human communion is confirmed, purified, and completed by
communion in Jesus Christ, given through the sacrament of
Matrimony. It is deepened by lives of the common faith and
by the Eucharist received together

(Catechism of the Catholic Church)
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Franciscan Spiritual Center
Presents:

Spiritual Direction

The “Direction” part of the term Spiritual Direction
can be off-putting, even for us as directors. This
process is not about one person telling the other
what to do — “directing” them. Spiritual compan-
ionship or soul-friending might be a better term.
“Spiritual Direction” has stuck for some reason, but
as Thomas Keating advises: “It is not so much being told what to do as
being encouraged to do what we know God and our conscience are asking
us to do.” A spiritual director has been trained to listen to the person they
are with in collaboration with the Holy Spirit. Thus, one often sees a pic-
ture of three chairs to symbolize the process, one for the director, one for
the seeker and one for the Spirit! One on one meetings with you can be in
person, by video call or phone call. Like to know more? Contact one of the
certified spiritual directors in the parish:
Kathy Egan, (215) 694-4651 Mary Lou Jacoby, (732) 995-6917
Fr. Andrew Reitz, ofm, (609) 494-8813  Pat Simmons, (609) 661-1361

An Invitation to Contemplative Living

Our times together invite us into prayerful reading and discussion of
Scripture or other spiritual writing through Lectio Divina or "Divine
Reading" and a period of silent prayer. We meet by Zoom on the first
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM - write Kathy Egan
(klegan.chaplain@gmail.com) for the link. On the second Saturday of
the month we meet in person in the Senior Lounge of the Community
Center at 9:45 AM when we also have a presentation. We always
welcome new folks to join us!
Next sessions: Wednesday, March 6, 10:30 AM, Zoom

Saturday, March 9, 9:45 AM, Sr. Lounge

Men’s Spirituality Group

The Men’s Spirituality Group meets in the Senior Lunch Room on the

third Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. Seating is limited.

Please contact Deacon Bob or Father Fran to reserve your place.
Next meeting: Saturday, March 16, 10:00 AM, Sr. Lunch Room.

Meetings:

St. Francis Center unless otherwise noted.

Bible Talks After Mass

Tom Troyano will be doing brief monthly talks on the bible

after the 9:00 AM Mass.

Next talk: Wednesday, March 13, 9:30 AM, Brant Beach Church
Book Club

We will meet in person at St. Francis Center in the Knight Wing
Conference Room, (Room 212) on the last Tuesday of the month from
1:30-2:30 PM. Love of My Life.

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 27, 1:30 PM, Room 212

Men’s Cornerstone Planning Meeting

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 27, 7:00 PM, Surf City Church Hall.

Order of the Franciscans Secular ofs

Will meet the First Sunday of every month, March thru June, 12:30 PM,
New members welcome!

Next meeting: Sunday, March 3, 12:30 PM, Church Hall

Overeaters Anonymous OA

Friday mornings from 11:00 am - noon. Join us for our 3-fold recovery:
Physical, Emotional and Spiritual. Call Joan T. at (609) 978-2805 or
(732) 261-0173 for more information.

Next meeting: Friday, March 1, Room 102, Parish Center.

Scripture Study
Meets bi-monthly on Wednesdays, from 10:00-11:30 AM to learn,

discuss and reflect on passages of the Sacred Scriptures. Call Tom
Troyano at (732) 261-4721 or email: tomtroyano@ comcast.net for more
information.

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 6, 10:00 AM, Room 102.
Survivors of Suicide

Meets the 2" Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Knight
Wing Conference Room (Room 212). Call Sr. Pat McNiff, osf at

(609) 494-8813 for more info.

Next meeting: Thursday, March 14, 7:00 PM, Room 212

Soup and Stations of the Cross
Come to Me, All of You-
Stations of the Cross in the Voice of Christ
By: Amy Ekeh
Join us for fellowship and a simple soup dinner
and then journey with Jesus to Calvary as we pray the
Stations of the Cross.
Each week we will reflect on 2-3 stations until
we complete the journey.

Friday: March: 1, 8 & 15
SOUP: 6:00 PM
STATIONS: 7:00 PM

Soup: Donations of a hot crock pot soup are welcome and
appreciated. Please bring your crock pot to the church hall
each Friday between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM.

Pray- Fast- Give

Please consider bringing a donation for the
St. Francis Food Pantry
March 1: Diapers
March 8: Oatmeal
March 15: Coffee

Adult Faith Enrichment RCIA

RCIA is a journey of faith for any unbaptized individual
seeking to follow Christ, any baptized person from another
Christian community and any Baptized Catholic looking to

complete the sacraments of initiation
(Confirmation and/or First Communion).
Please call Fr. Andrew or Sr. Pat at the parish office
(609-494-8861 ext. 157).
All are welcome...baptized or non-baptized...
believer or non-believer.

Lenten Regulations

e Ash Wednesday is February 14" and Good Friday is
March 29™

e Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 is bound to fast on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday

e On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, one full meatless
meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s
needs, but together they should not equal one full meal.

e Everyone 14 years or older is bound to abstain from meat
on Ash Wednesday, All the Fridays of Lent, and Good
Friday

o When health or the ability to work would be seriously
affected, the law does not apply.

e The obligation to observe the laws of fast and abstinence
“substantially” or as a whole is a serious obligation.
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Flower Sale
Saturday, March 23" &
Sunday, March 24"
After all masses at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall
and
After 10:00 mass at St. Thomas of Villanova Church,
Surf City
Daffodils, Tulips, Hyacinths, and Lilies will be sold.

All proceeds will go to our charities.
Sponsored by Friends of Francis and Clare

1 Day Retreat
Morning Talk: *The Lost Art of Listening -
A Key to Gospel Living"
Afternoon Talk: "Evangelizing as Francis(can)”
Saturday, March 2
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM (Mass at 4:00 PM)
Maris Stella, Harvey Cedars, NJ
Fr. Russell Becker, OFM, Presenter
Donation: $25
9:30 AM Coffee and Light Morning Refreshments
10:00 AM Program Begins, Bring a Brown Bag Lunch
Space is limited.
To register call: 201-647-3535
or email: Junefinn223@ aol.com
Please make checks payable to:
June Finn, 223 N. 10th St., Surf City, NJ 08008

All are welcome
(Sponsored by Friends of Francis and Clare)

Danube River Cruise reservations still available. Cut off
date is May 1. Make your reservations NOW before all the
spaces are taken. Brochures and reservation form available
at Parish Office.

""Dinner with Friends"

We are inviting all widows and widowers to join us at our
monthly "Dinner with Friends" gathering for conversations, an
informal dinner, and a healthy serving of laughter on Tuesday.
February 27 at 5:15pm in the Brant Beach Church Hall.
The entrance to the hall is at the northern end of the church/
hall building.

If you need a ride to/from the gathering, please call Angela
Ominski at 609-618-9974 This month's dinner is “bring your

owl

n”. Hope you can join us!

Peace and all good, Angela, Kathleen & JoAnne

At a crossroad? Looking for direction?

Men's Cornerstone Retreat /
Friday, March 8, 2024 and Saturday March 9, 2024
Brochures available at Church entrances
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Employment Opportunity

St. Francis Parish and Center
Counseling Services

Positions: Full time Licensed Counselor and Full-time or Part
-time Bilingual (Fluent English/Spanish) Licensed Counselor
Days: Monday through Friday (Some evening hours required)
Must complete 40-hour Confidential Sexual Violence Advocate
Training (provided free of charge by the agency). On-site clinical
supervision is provided. Must have Current Professional
License: LSW, LAC, LPC or LCSW.

Children’s Services
Position: Teacher’s Assistant Seeking a person with a warm,
nurturing, and friendly personality, be able to relate well with
children and families. Be willing to fulfill his/her responsibilities
in accordance with the Center’s/Children’s Services Philosophy/
Mission Statement. Prefer a background in early childhood
education. (13-months to 5-years of age). First Aid & CPR
Certified and/or Bi-Lingual in Spanish a plus. Position: Full-
time (40 plus hours) and Part-time (29 hours) Days: Monday-
Friday Pay: $15.13.

Recreation/Pool (Year round)
Position: Swim Lesson Instructors Year-round part time
employment for an indoor pool and 2 seasonal outdoor pools.
Pool lifeguard certification, CPR/AED and First Aid Certification
are not required but preferred. Days/Hours: Weekdays/weekends
- Hours range from 8-29 per week Pay: $16.

Family Support Services
Position: In-home Bilingual Therapist (fluent English/
Spanish) Full time Position - Therapist will travel throughout
Ocean County to conduct therapy sessions with DCP&P referred
clients in home. Applicants must have valid driver's license and
reliable transportation. Must have Current Professional License:
LSW , LAC, LPC, or LCSW. Clinical supervision provided at
no cost to the employee. Days: Monday through Friday- 35
hours per week.

Educational & Career Services
Position: Full time Employment Specialist/Career Coach-
Toms River Location. Asan Employment Specialist, you will
play a vital role in helping WorkFirst NJ and senior employment
participants find meaningful employment and providing valuable
support to our clients on an on-going basis.
Qualifications: A Bachelor's degree (BA or BS) is required.
Experience as an Employment Specialist/Career Coach or in a
related human services role is preferred. In-depth knowledge of
community resources and social services. A team player with
the ability to collaborate effectively. Days: Monday through
Friday- 40 Hours per week
**Background check and fingerprinting required for all employees 18 yrs. and older.
*Full-time positions are offered Health Care, Paid time off (with additional
earning for years of service), 16 Paid Holidays, Life Insurance, 403B
(retirement plan) w/ company match, & more.
*Part-time positions are offered Paid sick time, Paid Holidays (excluding
seasonal/variable) and Employee Discounts.
*We are a qualified employer for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness

Please send resumes to abodine@stfrancislbi.org
St. Francis Center is an EOE/AA Employer

I American Red Cross Blood Drive
. Tuesday, February 20, 1:00 - 6:00 PM
| Church Hall

Registration is currently online at redcrossblood.org

Annual Fish Fry Dinner

I Friday, March 22, 4:30 - 7:00 PM
. St. Francis Community Center Gym.
I Thistle of Kearny is back for another delicious Fish and Chip
* Dinner. Includes: dinner, beverage and dessert. Dine-in or

I take-out available. Take-out dinners are available starting at
* 4:30 PM and seating for dinner starts at 5 PM. Tickets are on
| sale at the Center’s front desk and a limited amount of tick-
= ets will be available the day of the event. There will be a

I 50/50 drawing.

' Family Health & Safety Fair
Thursday, April 25, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

i Volunteer Breakfast Celebration
. -~ Thursday, April 25, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

; If you have any questions about any of the upcoming events
or are interested in attending or volunteering, please contact
Michelle DiBella at ext. 107 mdibella@ stfrancislbi.org.

|
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Family Support Services

Human Concerns Food Pantry Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Walk-ins are welcome!

The St. Francis Food Pantry has a variety of food options,
personal hygiene products, and cleaning supplies available.
Please ask about our Dairy-Free Milk alternatives, Gluten-
Free or Vegan options, Baby Food, Formula, & Diapers.
*Spanish-speaking staff is available to translate.

Join our text message alert system to receive alerts about the
food pantry and annual projects. TO ENROLL TEXT
“PANTRY” TO 833-511-0760 **carrier text message rates

may apply**

*k*k*k

We are in need of Personal Care Donations for the Food

Pantry:

«  Shampoo

Deodorant

Soap/shower gel
Feminine items

Laundry detergent
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
Toilet Paper

Donations for the Food Pantry can be left in the bins marked

“donation” in the front of the Community Center. If you would like

to make a monetary donation to the Food Pantry it can be made

through our website: http://stfranciscenterlbi.org/donate via PayPal.

Family Support Services:
To learn more about our programs visit our website at
http://stfranciscenterlbi.org

e Parenting & Anger Management Groups
o Auto Ownership
e Parents As Teachers

¢ Maintaining the Integrity of Spanish Speaking Families

Senior Services
For information call ext. 108 or 109.

Information and Assistance, Telephone Reassurance Calls,

Caregiver Assistance Options Counseling: Application Assistance
for PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance for the Aged and Disabled),

Meals on Wheels, SHIP Counseling (State Health Insurance
Program), Energy Assistance, JACC (Jersey Assistance for
Community Caregivers) and many more. Socialization,
Recreation, and Exercise programs are available - please call
for availability.

The LBI Health Department is doing
Blood Pressure Screenings
the second Tuesday of each Month
from 11:00 am - 11:30 am
in the Community Center Senior Lounge. Please
call 609-494-8861 ext. 111 for more information.

Recreation & Aquatics

For info. please call ext. 105. Visit the Spring Brochure
online at www.stfranciscenterIbi.org or pick up a
Brochure at the Center lobby.

I Session |

| Agquatics

I Water Tots (ages 10 months - 36 months)
Water Tykes (ages 3 year old)

| Little Dippers (ages 4 year old)

[ Little Paddlers 1 (ages 5 & up)
Little Paddlers 2 (ages 5 & up)

| Little Sharks (ages 8 & up)

I Competitive Swim Fish (ages 8 & up)

Spring Swim Clinic (ages 5 - 11) (ages 12 & up)
| Aquatic Zumba Aerobics
I Agqua Zumba/Arthritis Aquatic Exercise
Agquatic Aerobics

| Agqua Boot Camp

I Lifeguard Training - Hybrid Class

I

|

|

I

|

|

Recreation
Basic Boating Safety Courses-NJ Certified (ages 13 & up)
All Level Yoga
Tot & Tyke Baskeball Clinic (ages 4 &5) (ages 6 &7)
Tot & Tyke Tuesday Baskeball (ages 4 & 5) (ages 6 & 7)
Spring Basketball Clinic (ages 8 - 13)
Please Call for Class Availability

Brochure can be found online at: stfranciscenterlbi.org

Counseling Service by appointment (609) 494-1554

Counseling Services offers trauma-informed, therapeutic ses-
sions for individuals, couples, and families. Services are
available in person or virtually and available: for adult and
child victims of crime and sexual assault throughout Ocean
County and are free of charge; for general mental health
counseling on asliding fee scale to residents of southern Ocean
County (Lanoka Harbor and South) and support groups that
are free of charge at our location in Brant Beach. For more
information or to enroll in services, please contact us at:
609-494-1554. Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday through Thursday
9am-9pm, and Friday 9am-5pm.

Get Updates on Closings sent directly to your phone:
1. Go to Rainedout.com
2. Search St. Francis Center, LBICC, INC.
3. Opt-in to your organization
4. Validate your phone number
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Educational & Career Services
For information call 732-281-8653

Introducing the 23-24 FY Senior Employment Assistance
Program (SEA) for Ocean County residents ages 55 & up.
Whether impacted by COVID-19 or seeking to enhance skills
for reentry into the workforce, the SEA Program breaks down
age-related barriers. Our mission is to empower seniors by
creating an inclusive environment, redefining the narrative
around senior employment. We provide tailored support, skill
development, and personalized career guidance, fostering a
community that values the expertise seniors bring. Services
include soft/hard skills assistance, on-the-job training, resume
building, tech & career training, community resource linkages,
and counseling. Join us in shaping a future where age is a
source of strength and unmatched value.

Children’s Services

For information call ext. 114.

St. Francis Community Center’s Preschool and Childcare are fully
accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young

Children (NAEYC).
www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families.orqg. We are also a Grow
NJ Kids 4 Star Program. www.grownjkids.gov.

Masks will be required for 2 years and up - they will be
encouraged to wear a mask throughout the day.
Year-round Childcare for Children
TODDLER & PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS
Available Care 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM, 5 Days a Week
Full Day and Work Day
Toddlers: Ages 13 months to 2 1/2
Preschoolers: Ages2 1/2to5

Community Bulletin Board

Coastal Volunteers in Medicine
730 Lacey Rd., Suite G-6, Forked River, NJ 08731

Coastal VIM provides FREE, routine, non-emergent primary

healthcare to those who qualify. Services are provided through

licensed volunteer clinicians and support staff following a

"Culture of Caring" model.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

1. Have no health insurance

2. Live in Ocean County

3. Contact us for family income limits 730 Lacey Road,
Suite G6, Forked River, NJ 08731 (609) 384-0102
coastalvim.org

Appointments are required

Soroptimist Clothes Closet
Stafford Community Center, 25 Pine St., Manahawkin

The Soroptimist Clothes Closet is open every Saturday,
10:00 AM-1:00 PM (except holiday weekends) and the first
and third Wednesday of each month from 4:00-6:00 PM. We
offer free clothing to women in need. VVouchers are available
at food pantries, churches, Stafford Community Center at the
door. For further info call Madelyn. 609-276-3308.

Francis House of Prayer
84 Walnford Rd., Allentown, NJ 08501 609-877-0509

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED LETTER WRITING
Monday, March 4 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20
A SIMPLE LIFE-CHANGING PRAYER
Tuesday, March 5 9:30 AM -1:00 PM
Donation: $35 includes lunch and book. Zoom: $20
RE-VITALIZE LENT
GOD’S CALL TO USE YOUR POTENTIAL
Tuesday, March 5 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Donation: $35, includes lunch. Zoom: $25
PRAYING WITH MARY AND THE ROSARY
Friday, March 8 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Donation: $35, lunch included. Zoom: $30

THE DIOCESE OF TRENTON is committed to the
initiative outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People and toits own
policies and guidelines regarding the reporting and
investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving minors.

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member of the
clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if you know
of someone who was, you can report that abuse through the diocesan
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-2965 or via email at
abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org

The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to the
appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone with an allegation is
also encouraged to provide that information to local law enforcement
authorities.
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Bugbee-Riggs
Funeral Home LLC

1119 Long Beach Blvd (Corner of 12th St.)
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Cremation Services

Serving Mercer County - Long Beach Island

| Stafford Orthopedics DON MORGANTE
ere For You Since HANDYMAN
Samuel E. Ep::lein, DOF JudeIv(erlin,SAPN lEiZSSBaskm DPM 609'586'8239

Board Certified Board Certified ANCC Fellow, American ('allege

Orthopedic Surgery of Foot & Ankle S
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BEHIND SOUTHERN OCEAN MEDICAL CENTER ﬁ
~ Accepting Most Insurances & Medicare ~

Hamilton Square - NJ NJ Lic. #13VH03272200

Island Kitchen & Bath

Owned & Operated by
TRI COUNTY BUILDING SUPPLIES INC.

609-494-5990

& Traditional Burials
Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations

609-494-2565
Robert C. Riggs, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4631

#  www.RiggsFuneralHome.com  #

209 NORTH LONG BEACH BOULEVARD - SURF CITY
()
ivelllitelWithlRassion}
At Barnegat Bay
2001 Long Beach Boulevard

Mary Ann O'Shea CRS, ABR, GRI ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Broker/Salesperson

W: 609-492-1145 x1026 - C: 609-713-4164 B

(2 Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

X listwithmaryannelbihomevalues.com & www.lbihomevalues.com @ [}

Please Support Our

( LIC #13VH09318500 - 609-6671-8959 K

|

|

i
ADVERTISERS §
They Support Our Parish E
!

All Shore Garage Doors _ poor Repairs
* FREE

DESIGN-BUILD-MAINTAIN

& Property Management LLC Openers & Installations
RVICE CALL WITH ANY REPAIR * % * %!
FI.IRR-GET LN TE B CAUSEWAY GLASS CO.
LEAVE YOUR GROOMING WORRIES BEHIND Glass Replacement Home & Auto
609.242.5893 Complete Aluminum Service
145 N.-Main St. = Manahawkin, NJ 08050 297 W. 8th St. * 494-1652

Instagram: Furrget.aboutit Ship Bottom, New Jersey

WILLIAM R. BUDD )
Premium Carpentry Services
RENOVATIONS
REMODELING
REPAIRS James N. Suddeth, M.D. « Harry L. Larkin, M.D. « Paul W. Prosperi, D.O.
609-296-1586 Diplomates of the American Board of Family Medicine
Fully Insured e SRR AT 1812 Long Beach Blvd., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 609-494-2323

mylandvisions.com | 609-908-0619 | landvisionsnj@gmail.com

DESIGN B INSTALLATION
MAINTENANCE

TOPSOIL
MULCH * SOD
TREES & SHRUBS
PRUNING
STONE
&

MUCH MORE

SPRING CLEAN UP « FALL CLEAN UP
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION
PAVER DESIGN & INSTALLATION

DESIGNING OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES SINCE 1997

FENCING [I** £BJ Best HVAC Company * *
&

RAILING

SAME DAY
SERVICE!

Surf City Office
609-342-0973 | 609-494-1400
JOHN TAYLOR  LIC#9721
progressivefenceandrail.com § 3 ,yw AIRTECHNJ com

400 Long Beach Boulevard

SAFE and SECURE
MEDICINE DISPOSAL

A safe and secure way

Master HVACR Lic. #5174 | Master Plumbing Lic. #1253

SKIP BUTLER & SON PAINTING & CARPENTRY
PAINTING - HANDYMAN
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
Call/Text Tim: 609-713-0755
SERVING LBI 30+ YEARS
Licensed & Insured / Lic.#13VHII513400

to dispose of
unused medication.

NJCONSUMERAFFAIRS.GOV/MEDDROP

A Trusted Name in Funeral Care for Three Generations

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Private In-Home Therapy
Service Specializing
in Neurological Disorder

ALLEN CAYANAN, OTR/L
NJ License # 46TR00018400

RICHARD M. POLHEMUS
Owner/Manager * NJ Lic. No. 4000

203 Main Street * West Creek NJ 08092
*Convenient In-Home Appointments™*
609-294-8000
Memorial Services < Advance Planning
www.polhemuscremations.com

609.515.2945
ALCAYO03@aol.com

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ

For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC * PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836
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~Ne Job Too Small~ B

E lifelin the community welserve.
: STORM DOOR INSTALLATION & REPAIR
2 e 609-661-2313

~Affordable Cremation Services Offered~
Mark C. DeMeno, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4554
“IBI'S FAVORITE PIZZA SINCE 1980” Francis A. Hoyer, Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 4262

pANZONE’S FUNERAL HOME ShinnFuneralHome.com
BEACH HAVEN - SURF CITY 10 HILLIARD DRIVE - MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050 - 609-597-7740
FLOATING DOCKS RESHEET & REPAIR

DOCK LIGHTS DOCKS & PIERS
BULKHEADS BOATLIFTS

HANDYMAN SERVICES S T H O S L. Ded?cafed to improving; the quality of
BYGIO

® Specializing in vacation and
second homes on LBI.
® 500+ Transactions in the 20 years plus.
® Mention this ad and | will donate 30%
of my commission to St. Francis parish 256 W. 9th Street

or a charity of your choice. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008
WALT DOMBROWSKI (609) 494-2800

Parishioner « Realtor®
direct: 609.618.9800 www.SoldOnLBl.com Ei

SHORE BULKHEADING & DOCKS
609.713.0850 swicocsioo

St. Mary’s Cemetery

A Garden of Abiding Peace
Serving the Catholic Faith

* MAUSOLEUM * CRYPTS * NICHES * GARDEN LOTS

PRE NEED COUNSELING
Evening & Weekend Appointments

Office: l%/?agn;;ﬁ:%i:w Ave. (609) 597_8289

rehabilitation & healthcare center

OPEN DAILY IN SURF CITY!

Visit our website & Social Media
n for our Lunch & Early Bird Specials

I’mdl%m CINCE 1955 Open

Qound

609.494.1667 | WALLYSLBI.COM | @WALLYS_LBI

Promotional

ResienT, First RespoNDER,

- = Mivmary & VEreran Discounts
Advertising 609-492-8466
Special!
Rates starting at (Cuosep Tues & Wep) OPEN THURS-MON. 7AM-9PM
$7.00 PER WEEK (SERVING]DELICIOUS

BREAKFAST,JLUNCH[&IDINVERSJAT}
JAFFORDABLE{PRICES[&IBYOB!!!

$2204 Lon]BeAcH|BourevarDIINORTH(BeacH HAvENINJ(08008
@& docksidelbi.com @docksidedinerlbi

For more
information,
please call

Bill Potter
856.607.3999

Funeral Home

) & Cremation Service, LLC
608 Long Beach Blvd « Surf City, NJ

: h Mark L. Tobie, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4568
e e e roooeremo |l | 573 Mill Creek Road, Manahawkin (609) 597-4411

www.MaxwellTobieFH.com

Audio « Video « Control
609.607.7230

QUALITY CONCRETE WORK | “Eucationai /o 0ue

Services Commission Team]

FOUNDATIONS - GARAGES is a public, non-profit organization
SIDEWALKS - DRIVEWAYS providing educational programs and

services to school districts throughout 555 Lacey Rd ¢« Forked River, NJ 08731
the state of New Jersey Cell: 732-539-2161
609_494-6566 n Visit moesc.org for more information Office: 800-299-2129
Noreen Pol i
Serving LBI & vicinity poschconcrete.Fom M Retstos-/?ssoci a(t’e o www.actionplusrealty.com
since 1995 POSChcon‘rete@gmall-com ‘ESC npolo@actionplusrealty.com Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated @ I:E
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HOME DECOR
Jewe{’rg ~ C(ofﬁih% ~ ﬂ'kccessories

609.342.0219

Gifts for all occasions, including religious gifts for Baptisms, Communions and Inspiration.
6115 LoNnG BEACH BoOULEVARD - SUITE 2 - BRANT BEacH, NJ 08008
(f WEBSITE: WWW.GIFTEDBYTHESEA.COM

Rust, Corrosion
Staining Protection
Interior / Exterior

[V] Protect against rust on grills
& outdoor kitchens

[v] Protect against staining &
etching on countertops

[/] Protect against staining & soap
scum on shower glass doors

Ann Marie Kavanagh
Ceramic Coatings
Fully Insured / REG #13VH09575600

ceramicprosunlimited.com

609.892.2885

Barnegat Light, NJ 08006

OPEN 7 DAYS: 8:00 AM - 2:30 PM

THU / FRI / SAT: 4:00 - 8:00 PM 609-494-4441

609-709-1650

. OFFICE CELL
www.lbitable.com
Rental and Concierge Services Directly across from Woodies!
502 LONG BEACH BLVD - SHIP BOTTOM
SERVING LBI  LINENS - BEACH EQUIPMENT M nsorancs norney
YEARROUND  BABY GEAR - BIKES & More IKMINSURANCE.COM JON NELKE
17th & Central Ave., Barnegat Light - 888-DREAMKR - 2(1:5. cZ9th lglt'osoos CONT. #13VH02451600
. arve edars,
LBIDreamMakers.com - info@LBIDreamMakers.com Z()9_494.92()]0 816 LONG BEACH BLVD.,, STE. 6 « SHIP BOTTOM, NJ 08008

STONE = GRADING = PAVERS

NJ Hic #13VH08305000

609.296.7777
UPPERRIVERPSNJ.COM

Stephen Dolphin
Sales Associate
Mobile: 609-276-9855
Office: 609-494-9495
stevedolphin27@gmail.com
4008 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 08008

JOSEPH HANDYMAN SERVICES LLC

Exterior / Interior F

Drywall Repair
Small & Large Household Repair

732-791-8790
FULLY INSURED___tic #13vH12618900  LICENSED

609-549-6435
SafeHarborHomecares.com

BUYING O
lace

SELLING oN LBI?
Melinda Morrow FAMILY MARKET & SPIRIT SHOP
Custom Cut “Certified Angus Beef”

REALTOR®
Gourmet Service Deli DePartment

609.242.3567 F: 609.242.3330
ALL ABOUT SMTLES

DENTISTRY
LouAnn B.Van Liew, D.M.D.

615 Lacey Road, Suite 5 | Forked River, NJ 08731
allaboutsmilesdentistry.net

ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
KATHLEEN A. SHERIDAN, ESQ.

Direct 609-937-9471 Fresh Deli Sandwiches & Hoagies “Made To Order”
office 609-207-7297 Quality Hand-Sliced Deli Meats & Cheeses
melinda@lbinjhomes.com Delicious Store-Made Salads
FULL SERVICE “ONE STOP” SHOPPING
Fuwe Seiecrion Qi Best Quaury
1813 Long Beach BIvd, Beer - Wike - Louor 7" Farn Frest Prouce

N. Beach Haven, NJ08008 | 9 South Bay Avenue * Beaci Havew, NJ - 492-5100

Member: National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
And Academy of Special Needs Planners

Planning For Long Term Care - Nursing Homes
and Assisted Living
Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney & Trusts

ic I
Atlantic IEEER
609.978.8700

atlanticroofingandsiding.net
NJ Lic. #13VH00496100

0cean Medlcal M.D., P.A.

FAMILY PHYSICIANS
Anthony |. Picaro, MD, FAAFR, ABFP - Todd Schmoll, DO, AOBFP

Cynthia Schmoll, DO, AOBFP 492-0900

3003 Long Beach Boulevard, Beach Haven Gardens

OPEN YEAR ROUND!

Shoppe

Medicaid Planning
Estate Planning & Estate Administration
Residential & Commercial Real Estate

609-361-8300

382 West 9th Street - Suite 6
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

oceancountyelderlaw.com

609-492-1666

FINE CHEESES - CHARCUTERIE BOARDS
GOURMET GROCERIES - GIFT BASKETS
& MORE!

Quick hop on/off LBI
1800 Long Beach Bivd., Surf City, NJ 08008
609.494.4630 - www.lbicheese.com

~

CALLAN &
MOELLER

Construction
Service is Our
Way of Business

609.492.1102

Patrick Pietrefesa
Contact Me Today!
ConnectWithPatrickP.com

SCAN THIS
CODE TO
START

SEARCHING
LISTINGS

We treat your home like it was our own.
RENAISSANCE M Renovations

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT Y] Handyman
609.339.4074 M Home Watch
LONG BEACH ISLAND, NJ and Much More

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ
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