
 

 

SSAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH * 4700 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD, BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008 

With open arms 
for all! 

 

All are welcome! BRIDGE TH
E 

THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 22, 2023 

“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”  Mt. 22:21 
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 DATE MASS INTENTIONS   READINGS        EVENTS 

  (L) Living  +Deceased        

Saturday,  9:00 AM +Regina Fimble Rom. 4:13, 16-18; 10:00 AM Men’s Spirituality, Sr. Lunch Rm. 
October 21  3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation Lk. 12:8-12 
  5:00 PM +Ralph Polifroni Is. 45:1, 4-6; 
   +Bob Cooper 1 Thes. 1:1-5b; 
   +Patricia Zeiss Mt. 22:15-21  
 

Sunday,  7:15 AM +Robert William Hayes Is. 45:1, 4-6; Live-Streaming 10:00 AM Mass 
October 22  8:30 AM +Carol Gercke 1 Thes. 1:1-5b; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlb  
   +David Southwick Mt. 22:15-21 
   +Dolores Dunleavy  
 10:00 AM +Mae E. Kempski 
   +Rose Bruno 
   +Joe DeMeo 
 11:30 AM +Robert Fallar 
   +Muriel Martucci 
   +Clarence Jones 
 

Monday,  9:00 AM +Carole Gercke Rom. 4:20-25; 
October 23    Lk. 12:13-21 

  

Tuesday,  9:00 AM +Frank B. Reilly Rom. 5:12, 15b, 17-19,  9:45 AM St. Anthony Novena 
October 24   +Austin D’Souza 20b-21; 
    Lk. 12:35-38 
 

Wednesday,  9:00 AM +Tom Ackers Rom. 6:12-18; 2:00 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
October 25    Lk. 12:39-48 7:00 PM Adult Enrichment/RCIA, Rm. 212          

Thursday,  9:00 AM +Carol Caggiano Rom. 6:19-23; 
October 26    Lk. 12:49-53 
 

Friday,  9:00 AM +Robert Bell Rom. 7:18-25a; 
October 27    Lk. 12:54-59 
 

Saturday,  9:00 AM +Thomas Ackers Eph. 2:19-20;  
October 28  3:30 - 4:30 PM Reconciliation Lk. 6:12-16 
  5:00 PM +Michael Zaccario Ex. 22:20-26; 
   +Annie Slores 1 Thes. 1:5c-10; 
   +Billy D’Autrechy Mt. 22:34-40 
   +Gail Burns 
 

Sunday,  7:15 AM +Thomas Lally Ex. 22:20-26; Live-Streaming 10:00 AM Mass 
October 29  8:30 AM +Joe DeMeo 1 Thes. 1:5c-10; www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlb  
   +Margaret (Peggy) F. Bradley Mt. 22:34-40 
   +Paul Moretti 
 10:00 AM +Mary Frances Ventresca 
   +James Humphrey Harrington, Sr. 
   +Daniel & Jimmy Cancro 
 11:30 AM +Giuseppe Anzalone 
   +Carol Gercke 
   +Tom Ackers 

 

St. Francis of Assisi, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ St. Francis of Assisi, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 

Emergency Information  
 

1. Call the main office (609) 494-8861.  
There will be a recording. 

2. Check Facebook  
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi  
St Francis of Assisi Parish for updates.  

Read our bulletin online at 
   www.stfrancisparishlbi.org 

 

Daily gospel reflections can be found on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi 

 

Follow St. Francis Parish on Instagram: 
StFrancisChurchLBI 

 
 

St. Francis is a sending Parish to St. Mary Academy 
(609) 597-3800 or visit: www.stmaryknights.org 

St. Francis of Assisi, Brant Beach 
 9:00 AM Daily Mass 
 Reconciliation: 3:30-4:30 PM  
 Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 AM 
  Live-Streaming Mass - Sundays 10:00 AM  
  www.facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi     

St. Thomas of Villanova, Surf City - CLOSED for the Season 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Beach Haven - CLOSED for the Season 
  

St. Clare, Loveladies - CLOSED for the Season 

Mass Schedule through November 25/26, 2023 
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A Letter From The Pastor... 

The Franciscan Friars 
 
My letters to the parish usually speak to what is going on in 
the parish, be it a note of appreciation, our Stewardship 
Campaign, the need for a new roof, or the most recent news 
of the creation of a memorial in the Beach Haven Church 
gardens to our predecessors in faith who established the 
foundations of our Catholic community on LBI. This week, 
if you would oblige, I share a more personal reflection. 
 

Two weeks ago, I wrote about the connection I saw between St. Francis’  
encounter with the other and Pope Francis’ Synod on Synodality’s charge to 
listen to and encounter each other in the church and in the world today. In that 
letter, I mentioned that everything changes, noting that as we grow older, we all 
know that change is real, whether we like it or not. 
 
This past week, Fr. Scott and I were in Kansas City, Mo., with over 330 friars at a 
“Chapter of Unity.” [chapter = meeting for those of us in Religious life.] This 
meeting was the culmination of almost 15 years of work done by 6 provinces of 
the Order of Friars Minor [Franciscans] in the United States. As the name would 
suggest, this Chapter united the provinces into one. On Monday, the friars on LBI 
belonged to The Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus, established in 1901. 
On Tuesday, we all belonged to Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, established on 
Oct. 17, 2023. 
 
At Morning Prayer of that same day, the Minister General of the Order of Friars 
Minor, the successor of St. Francis of Assisi, Br. Massimo Fusarelli, OFM, for-
mally “suppressed” our old provinces and established one new province. There 
are many reasons why we chose to realign and reimage ourselves. Suffice it to 
say that the decrease in the number of friars in the United States was driving this 
decision. When I entered Holy Name Province in 1989, there were well over 650 
friars. Now, 34 years later, with this realignment of 6 provinces, we are 701. In 
three years, we are projected to have 614 friars, with only half being in full-time 
ministry. Change happens, whether we like it or not. 
 
Although this may sound foreboding, the spirit at the Chapter of Unity was  
uplifting and, in fact, inspiring. In his first address to the friars of this Chapter of 
Unity, the Minister General told us that “Everyone gives up something and  
everyone gains something. It is the Paschal Mystery.” We do believe that as we 
get older, as we change, we may forfeit our youth, but we gain, hopefully,  
wisdom. As we lose the ability to do what we used to do, we realize, hopefully, 
that it is not what we do that defines us but who we are as God’s beloved. The 
Paschal Mystery reminds us that unless the grain of wheat falls, it will remain but 
a grain. 
 
The suppression of our provinces was a painful experience for everyone, but the 
joy and the promise that filled the room with the friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province was energizing. Br. Massimo reminded us not to look to the past but to 
recognize that we are “planting the seeds for the future, and we welcome the 
gentle breath of the Holy Spirit to breathe life into our endeavors.” 
 
Change is real, and although it may be painful, it is not always bad. With the same 
breath that the Holy Spirit blew life into the nostrils of Adam, we, too, are filled 
with the newness of life. 
 
Please pray for all the Franciscan friars of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Province and know that the five of us 
on LBI continue to pray for you and your families as 
we all journey through change, to the life that has no 
end. 
 
May God’s Peace and All Good be ours. 
Fr. Francis Di Spigno,  
OFM Pastor 

Parish Information - (609) 494-8813 
Emergency Information:  Available on our answering machine  
(609) 494-8861 and on the following website:  
schoolclosingsnj.com and facebook.com/stfrancisparishlbi. 
 

Evacuation Information:  In the event of a hurricane, severe 
weather, or extreme high tides, please do not call the Parish Office 
for assistance and note that none of the parish buildings (churches, 
community center, residences or maintenance facilities) has been 
designated as an evacuation site.  Evacuate as soon as you can, following 
the direction of local officials. 
 

Parish Registration:  The Parish Office is located on the second 
floor of St. Francis Community Center, 4700 Long Beach Blvd., 
Long Beach Twp., NJ.  Office hours are Monday through Friday, 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  The office is closed for lunch from 12:00 to 
1:00 PM.  Please notify the Parish Office as soon as possible if you 
are moving. 
 

Baptism:  The sacrament is celebrated three times a month at  
St. Francis Parish.  Group Baptisms are the 2nd Saturday at 10:00 AM 
and the last Sunday at 12:45 PM each month at St. Francis Church 
in Brant Beach.  Baptisms during Mass are celebrated on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month at the last Mass in each Church.  Call the 
Parish Office for availability and requirements: (609) 494-8813  
ext. 154 or 155. 
 

Family Faith:  For children in grades one through eight.  Please 
call Judith Clayton at (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 for more information. 
 

Marriage:  In accordance with the Common Policy of the five  
Dioceses of New Jersey, arrangements must be made ONE YEAR in 
advance.  Couples are required to attend Marriage Preparation classes.  
Weddings are performed on Friday or Saturday.  Weddings are NOT 
performed on Sundays, the beach, Memorial Day, Fourth of July or 
Labor Day weekends. 
 

Pastoral Visitations:  Please notify the Parish Office if you or any  
of your loved ones are ill, homebound, in SOMC, nursing homes or 
rehabilitation centers. 

Parish Office 
Michele Beck, Director, Liturgy & Music 
Fr. Scott Brookbank, OFM 
Judith Clayton, Director, Family Faith Formation 
Deacon Robert Cunningham 
Fr. Kevin Daly, OFM 
Fr. Francis DiSpigno, OFM, Pastor 
Fr. John Frambes, OFM 
Sr. Patricia McNiff, OSF 
Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM 
 

Sr. Pat Klemm, OSF (in-residence) 
 

Marie Maslanka, Parish Secretary 
Parish Office - (609) 494-8813,  
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM (Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:00 PM) 
 

Family Faith Formation - (609) 494-8813 ext. 153 
 

 
Cecelia Fowler Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM  
Fr. Francis Di Spigno, OFM Jay Pojednic  
Joe Hummel Joe Mack  
Joe Vaszily Peter  Williams  
Stacey Kelsall, Comptroller 
 

Anyone who needs to contact the Parish staff or  
Finance Council can do so by visiting our website at: 

www.stfrancisparishlbi.org/contact 
 

St. Francis Center 
Community Center - (609) 494-8861 
Children’s Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 114 
Counseling Services - (609) 494-1554 
Educational & Career Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 407 
Family Support Services - (609) 494-8861 
Food Pantry - (833) 511-0760 
Recreation & Aquatics - (609) 494-8861 ext. 105 
Senior Services - (609) 494-8861 ext. 108 or 109 

Br. Massimo Fusarelli,  
General Minister of the OFM, 
and Fr. Fran, in Kansas City, 



 

  St. Francis of  Assisi Parish  
Online Giving! 

stfrancisparishlbi.org/donate 

Offertory Collection 
 

This Week’s First Collection: 
Needed: $30,000 
 

This Week’s Second Collection: 
World Mission Sunday 
With this collection, the American Bishops 
invite us to focus our attention on the great 
needs of the Church in the Developing 
World.  Your generosity, prayer and 
personal sacrifice help bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to those in need.   
 

Last Week’s First Collection: 
Collected: $23,609 
Needed: $30,000 
 

Last Week’s Second Collection: 

Parish & Center Administration Expenses  
Collected: $6,559 

 

(Online Giving totals are included in the above figures) 
 

* *  Thank you for your generosity!  * * 

THE DIOCESE OF TRENTON is committed to the 
initiative outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People and to its 
own policies and guidelines regarding the reporting 

and investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving minors.  
 

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member of the 
clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if you 
know of someone who was, you can report that abuse through 
the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-2965 or via email 
at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org 
 

The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse 
to the appropriate law enforcement agencies.  Anyone with an 
allegation is also encouraged to provide that information to  
local law enforcement authorities.  
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Celiac Disease and Holy Eucharist 
 

If you have Celiac disease and wish to receive 
Holy Eucharist, we now have low gluten hosts in 
all the churches.  Please bring your own pyx [host 
container] to mass.  If you forget your pyx, please 
tell the priest.  We have some extras in the safe.  

Please see the priest before mass and he will provide you with 
a low gluten host.  Complete directions are posted in the 
vesting sacristy. 

Gospel Inspirations: 

 

““’Then repay to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”’” 
 
When questioned about where our allegiance should lie, 
Jesus answers that we have responsibilities in both spiritual 
and worldly matters. Our world and God’s world are not the 
same: one is flawed; one is perfect.  
 
Let’s try to live with a heavenly perspective as much as we 
can while we are here on earth. 

 

   6.5 Million Diocesan Goal 
 
Pledged: $58,882.80 (59% of Goal) 
Paid: $58,100.80 (58% of Goal) 
Total Donors: 266 
Total Gifts: 295 
Average Gift: $199.60 
 

Thank you for your support of the Diocese of Trenton. 
Please visit the stfrancislbi.org/annual-catholic-appeal  
for more information from Bishop O’Connell. 

 

RCIA is a journey of faith for any unbaptized individual  
seeking to follow Christ, any baptized person from another 
Christian community and any Baptized Catholic looking to  

complete the sacraments of initiation  
(Confirmation and/or First Communion).  

 

Please call Fr. Andrew or Sr. Pat at the parish office  
(609-494-8861 ext. 157).  

 

November 7th 
 

Reflection and discussion on 
“Mass - Source and Summit 
Of our Church and Life."   

at 7:00 PM in the Center, Room 212  
All are welcome…baptized or non-baptized… 

believer or non-believer.  

Adult Faith Enrichment RCIA 
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Family Faith 
Judith Clayton, Director of Family Faith  (Ext. 153) 
jclayton@stfrancislbi.org 
Mary Lou Ligus, Administrative Assistant (Ext. 179) 
Mary Lou McGurkin, Registration & Tuition Coordinator (Ext. 177) 

 
 
 
 
 

“Sing to the glory of the Lord!” 
SAINT FRANCIS CHOIRS  

ADVENT/ CHRISTMAS SEASON 
Join us! No audition required.  

Bring your love of music, singing, and praising GOD! 
 

REHEARSALS ON THURSDAYS 
YOUTH CHOIR (2ND—12TH GRADE)- 5:30PM 

ADULT CHOIR- 7:00PM 
Contact us to RSVP your spot! 

Adult Choir: adultchoir@stfrancislbi.org 
Youth Choir: youthchoir@stfrancislbi.org  

 

or Call the Liturgy & Music Office at: 609-494-8813 ext.159 

VOLUNTEER FOR  
PRISON MINISTRY: 

The Diocese of Trenton is committed to bringing God's Word 
to the imprisoned. Please join this ministry. Bring God's Word 
to the incarcerated with experienced team members in a safe 
environment. These young people are hungry to hear the  
Gospel and to participate in the Communion Rite of the  
Catholic Church.  Contact Jim Collery at jcollery@gmail.com 

 

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS! 
EM sign-up sheets were emailed on October 12th 

and are also available in the slot outside of the 
Brant Beach Sacristy.  Sign-up sheets are for  

December 2/3 through March 16/17.   
Please return your sign-up sheets by  

Tuesday, October 24th.  
As always, completed sign-up sheets can be submitted via 

email or returned to the black box outside of the Brant Beach 
Sacristy. 

Did you know that the Human Resources Director works for 
both St. Francis of Assisi Parish and St. Francis Community 
Center (Long Beach Island Community Center, Inc.)?  
St Francis Parish and the Community Center are two separate 
companies, each with their own tax ID number, which operate 
under the same roof. Currently we have approximately 30  
employees who work for the Parish, 75 employees who work 
for the Community Center, and 8 employees who split their time 
and work for both companies. We also hire additional seasonal 
employees for our summer camp and our Recreation/Aquatic 
Department. When we have open employment opportunities we 
post them on the Parish and Community Center websites, our 
social media pages, on the bulletin boards in the Center, in the 
Bridge, and on job search websites such as Indeed. Please  
contact the Human Resources Director regarding any  
employment inquiries at 609-494-8861.  

Did You Know?? 

mass of remembrance 
Special liturgy to remember our loved ones who have died 

during the past year. 
 

 
 

Thursday, November 2nd 
7:00 PM 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Livestream will be available 

 
 

Our parish will gather together for a special liturgy to remember 
friends and family of parishioners who have died from October 1st, 

2022 through September 30th, 2023. 
The names of those family members who have died in this time  

period and were buried from St. Francis Parish are already included 
in The Book of Remembrance and their names will be read during 

the Prayer of the Faithful. 
If you have lost a loved one in the last year who was not buried from 

our parish, we invite you to come and celebrate with us. You may 
add the name of the deceased to our Prayer of the Faithful by arriving 
30 minutes before Mass and give the name of your loved one to the 

lectors who will be available in the front of the church by the sanctuary. 
We invite you to bring a framed photograph of your loved one to this 
Mass. During the Prayer of the Faithful the names of those who died 

this past year will be read aloud. When you hear the name we ask that 
you come forward and place the photo in our “Remembrance 

Shrine.” The photographs will remain in church during the month of 
November. 

Please put a name, address, and phone number on the back of  
the frame. You may pick up your photo in the sacristy beginning 

November 26th. 
If you are not able to attend this Mass you may bring a photo to the 

parish office and we will place it in the “Remembrance Shrine.” 
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Employment Opportunity 
Community Center (609-494-8861) 

Counseling Services 
 

Positions:  Full time Licensed Counselor and Full-time or Part-time 
Bilingual (Fluent English/Spanish) Licensed Counselor)  Days: Monday 
through Friday (Some evening hours required)  Must complete 40-hour 
Confidential Sexual Violence Advocate Training (provided free of 
charge by the agency). On-site clinical supervision is provided. Must 
have Current Professional License:  LSW, LAC, LPC or LCSW. 
 

 

Children’s Services-Teacher’s Assistant 
Seeking a person with a warm, nurturing, and friendly personality, be 
able to relate well with children and families. Be willing to fulfill his/
her responsibilities in accordance with the Center’s/Children’s Services 
Philosophy/Mission Statement.  Prefer a background in early childhood 
education. (13-months to 5-years of age).  First Aid & CPR Certified 
and/or Bi-Lingual in Spanish a plus.  Position: Full-time (40 plus hours) 
and Part-time (29 hours)  Days: Monday-Friday  Pay: $15 per hour 
 

 

Recreation/Pool (Year round) 
Position: Pool Lifeguard – Part time employment for an indoor pool 
and 2 seasonal outdoor pools. MUST currently possess Red Cross pool 
lifeguard certification, CPR/AED and First Aid Certification. Days: 
Monday-Friday, and/or weekend – flexible schedule Pay: $14.13 per hour 

 

Position: Swim Lesson Instructors Year-round part time employment 
for an indoor pool and 2 seasonal outdoor pools. Pool lifeguard certifi-
cation, CPR/AED and First Aid Certification are not required but  
preferred. For weekday lessons 8am-4pm, Age 4 years to adults  
Days/Hours: Monday-Friday, Hours range from 8-29 per week,  
(may occasionally exceed 29 hours) Pay:  $15 per hour 
 

 

Family Support Services  
Position: In-home Bilingual Therapist (fluent English/Spanish)  
Full time Position - Therapist will travel throughout Ocean County to 
conduct therapy sessions with DCP&P referred clients in home.  
Applicants must have valid driver's license. Must have Current  
Professional License: LSW , LAC, LPC, or  LCSW. Clinical  
supervision provided at no cost to the employee.  
Days: Monday through Friday- 35 hours per week.  

 

Position: Parenting and Anger Management Group Facilitator Full 
time position- Prepare and facilitate Parenting, Anger Management, and 
Parenting in Recovery Groups. Responsible for all aspects of program 
implementation and evaluation, including intake, assessment tools, 
reporting, and statistics. Must have strong interpersonal skills, 
knowledge of factors which influence child abuse and neglect. Must 
have valid driver’s license, and a minimum of Master’s degree  
in Social Work or related field. Days: Monday – Friday 35 hours per 
week- Some evening hours.     

Educational & Career Services 
 

Position: Full time WFNJ Employment Specialist/Case Manager- 
Toms River Location. Responsible for managing a caseload of job 
seekers.  Qualifications: A Bachelor's degree (BA or BS) Experience 
working with adult populations. 
Multiple positions available full-time and part-time for a new  
Senior Employment Assistance Program.  
Positions: Full time Program Specialist- overseeing Senior  
Employment Assistance Program. 
Position: Full time and part time Case Manager - Guide job seekers  
in acquiring the skills, knowledge, and experience.  
Qualifications:  Bachelor ' s degree (BA or  BS) is required.  
Experience working with adult populations  

 
**Background check and fingerprinting required for all employees 18 yrs. and older. 

Please send resumes to abodine@stfrancislbi.org 

St. Francis Center is an EOE/AA Employer 

Meetings: 
St. Francis Center unless otherwise noted. 

Bible Talks After Mass 
Tom Troyano will be doing brief monthly talks on the bible after the 
9:00 AM Mass.  Next talk Wednesday, November 15, 9:30 AM, 
Brant Beach Church 
 

Book Club 
We will meet in person at St. Francis Center in the Knight Wing 
Conference Room, (Room 212) on the last Tuesday of the month 
from 1:30-2:30 PM. The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See.   
Next meeting Tuesday, October 31, 1:30 PM, Room 212. 
 

Men’s Cornerstone Planning Meeting 
Next meeting Tuesday, November 7, 7:00 PM, Sur f City Church 
 

Order of the Franciscans Secular ofs 
Sunday, November 5, 1:00 PM, Fraternity Meeting, Brant Beach 
Church Hall. 
Scripture Study 
Meets bi-monthly on Wednesdays, from 10:00-11:30 AM to learn, 
discuss and reflect on passages of the Sacred Scriptures.  Call Tom 
Troyano at (732) 261-4721 or email: tomtroyano@comcast.net  
for more information. Next meeting Wednesday, November 8,  
10:00 AM, Sr. Lounge. 
 

Survivors of Suicide 
Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Knight 
Wing Conference Room (Room 212).  Call Sr. Pat McNiff, osf at 
(609) 494-8813 for more info.  Next meeting Thursday, November 9, 
7:00 PM, Room 212 

Franciscan Spiritual Center 
Presents: 

An Invitation to Contemplative Living 
Our times together invite us into prayerful reading and discussion of 
Scripture or other spiritual writing through Lectio Divina or "Divine 
Reading" and a period of silent prayer.  We meet by Zoom on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM - write Kathy Egan 
(klegan.chaplain@gmail.com) for the link.  On the second Saturday of 
the month we meet in person in the Senior Lounge of the Community 
Center at 9:45 AM when we also have a presentation.  We always  
welcome new folks to join us!  
Next sessions - Wednesday, November 1, 10:30 AM, Zoom 
    Saturday, November 11, 9:45 AM, Sr. Lounge 

Men’s Spirituality Group 
The Men’s Spirituality Group meets in the Senior Lunch Room on the 
third Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. Seating is limited. 
Please contact Deacon Bob or Father Fran to reserve your place.  
Next meeting: Saturday, October 21, 10:00 AM, Sr. Lunch Room. 

Spiritual Direction 
1: Are you interested in a deeper relationship with God?   
2: Do you experience a desire to pray always?   
3: Are you searching for a better understanding of the actions of 
God’s grace in your life?  
Our parish has four certified Spiritual Directors offering free 
Spiritual Direction.  If you think this might be a way for you to 
recognize God’s actions in your daily life please call: 

Anne Bock, (609) 204-3835,  
Kathy Egan, (215) 694-4651, 

Mary Lou Jacoby, (732) 995-6917, 
Pat Simmons, (609) 661-1361. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

FUTURE BUS TRIPS 
 

May 15, 2024   
New York Broadway show  

“A Beautiful Noise” 
Neil Diamond Musical, Orchestra Seating 

$240 includes show, transportation, driver tip 
 

 
October 9, 2024  

Sight and Sound Lancaster PA  
“Daniel”  

$192 includes show, lunch, transportation, driver tip 
 

Call: Cheryl Krzaczyk, 609-661-5229 
or Mary Lou Ligus, 215-850-7809 

 

Seating is limited. 
Reservations are now being accepted. 

Contact Fr. Andrew Reitz, OFM 
4700 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 08008 

Tel: (917) 275-5593; Email: areitz@stfrancislbi.org 
 

Space is still available. 
 

NOW is the time to register! 

Saturday, November 18, 
9:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

Sunday, November 19, 
9:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

St. Francis Community 
Center Gym 

 
A weekend craft show that hosts local artists, crafters,  

and makers of homemade and handmade items. Perfectly 
timed right before the holidays for all of your gift-buying 

needs. You can find something for every one on you list...or 
maybe a little something for yourself. Please support the 

Community Center and our talented vendors at this year’s 
Holiday Craft Show.  



 

Page 7 - October 22, 2023 

St. Francis Community Center’s Preschool and Childcare are fully 
accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC). 
www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families.org.  We are also a Grow 
NJ Kids 4 Star Program. www.grownjkids.gov. 
 

Masks will be required for 2 years and up - they will be 
encouraged to wear a mask throughout the day. 

Year-round Childcare for Children 
TODDLER & PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 

Available Care 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM, 5 Days a Week 
Full Day and Work Day  

Toddlers:  Ages 13 months to 2 1/2          
Preschoolers:  Ages 2 1/2 to 5 

Children’s Services 
For information call ext. 114. 

Family Support Services 
Human Concerns Food Pantry Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

Family Support Services:  
To learn more about our programs visit our website at 
http://stfranciscenterlbi.org 

Parenting & Anger Management Groups 
Auto Ownership  
Parents As Teachers  
Maintaining the Integrity of Spanish Speaking Families 

 

The St. Francis Food Pantry has a variety of food options, 
personal hygiene products, and cleaning supplies available.  
Please ask about our Dairy-Free Milk alternatives, Gluten-
Free or Vegan options, Baby Food, Formula, & Diapers.  
*Spanish-speaking staff is available to translate.  
 

Join our text message alert system to receive alerts about the 
food pantry and annual projects. TO ENROLL TEXT 
“PANTRY” TO 833-511-0760  **carrier text message rates 
may apply** 
************************************************  
Donations needed for the Food Pantry: 
 

Canned goods:  
Vegetables, Beans, Chicken and Canned Meals. 
All personals products: 
Soaps, Shampoo, Laundry Detergent, Deodorant, Toilet  
Paper, Feminine Products and any size Diapers 
Coffee, Tea, Cereal, Oatmeal, Snacks, Jarred Pasta Sauce, 
Pasta 
 

Donations for the Food Pantry can be left in the bins marked 
“donation” in the front of the Community Center.  If you would like 
to make a monetary donation to the Food Pantry it can be made 
through our website: http://stfranciscenterlbi.org/donate via PayPal.   

Counseling Service by appointment (609) 494-1554 
Counseling Services offers trauma-informed, therapeutic sessions 
for individuals, couples, and families.  Services are available in 
person or virtually and available: for adult and child victims of 
crime and sexual assault throughout Ocean County and are free of 
charge; for general mental health counseling on a sliding fee scale 
to residents of southern Ocean County (Lanoka Harbor and South) 
and support groups that are free of charge at our location in Brant 
Beach.  For more information or to enroll in services, please  
contact us at: 609-494-1554. Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday through 
Thursday 9am-9pm, and Friday 9am-5pm. 
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Francis House of Prayer 
84 Walnford Rd., Allentown, NJ 08501    609-877-0509 

Community Bulletin Board 

Maris Stella Retreat Center 
Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008 

Information and Assistance, Telephone Reassurance Calls, 
Caregiver Assistance Options Counseling: Application Assistance 
for PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance for the Aged and Disabled), 
Meals on Wheels, SHIP Counseling (State Health Insurance 
Program), Energy Assistance, JACC (Jersey Assistance for 
Community Caregivers) and many more.  Socialization,  
Recreation, and Exercise programs are available - please call  
for availability. 

The LBI Health Department is doing  
Blood Pressure Screenings  

the second Tuesday of each Month  
from 11:00 am - 11:30 am  

in the Community Center Senior Lounge.  Please 
call 609-494-8861 ext. 111 for more information. 

Senior Services 
For information call ext. 108 or 109. 

Recreation & Aquatics 
For info. please call ext. 105.  Visit the Fall/Winter Brochure 
online at www.stfranciscenterlbi.org or pick up a 
Brochure at the Center lobby. Special Olympic New Wave Swim Team 

is looking for a Volunteer Coach.   
You can give a helping hand to athletes that need your experience 
and feel their true gratitude.  We have 8 Special Olympian swimmers 
who have levels of swimming from beginners to National Special 
Olympics.  We practice Saturdays at 3:30 - 4:30 PM, October 
through June each year.  There are three meets (1 each in April and 
May and a weekend in June for the NJ Special Olympics).  Please 
call Pat Rears (908) 385-9054. 

New Wave Swim Team 

SESSION II REGISTRATION 
 

Recreation  
Tot &Tyke Basketball,   

Co-Ed Basketball Recreation League (2nd-7th Grade),  
2nd - 8th Grade Co-ed League Evaluations, 

All Level Yoga 
Tennis Fundamentals (ages 5-12) 

Pickleball (through May 17) 
\ 

Aquatics  
Swim Lessons: All Levels, 
Aquatic Zumba Aerobics,  

Aquatic Zumba/Arthritis Aquatic Exercise, 
Aquatic Aerobics,  Deep Water Aerobics, 

Aqua Bootcamp 

Pre-Advent Day of Reflection:  
“Advent Saints for the Twenty-First Century” 

Saturday, November 18th - 10am-3:30pm 
Presenter: Fr. Anthony Ciorra 

We will meet a few of them on this retreat, Oscar Romero, Dorothy 
Day, Daniel Berrigan, and Joan Chittister. Cost: $45.00 - 50.00  
Includes “Coffee and…” Bring bag lunch –Limited Overnight  
Accommodations available on Friday. November 17th at an additional 
cost. Non-Refundable Non-Transferable Deposit: $25.00.  Check 
payable to: Sisters of Charity.  For more information: Call or email 
Sr. Pat at 609-494-2917 pdotzauer@comcast.net  To register: Log on 
to www.marisstella.org for Retreat Registration. 

Rwandan Genocide Survivor, Immaculee Ilibagiza  
Friday, November 3rd at 6:30 pm.  

Immaculee lost most of her family during the 1994 Rwandan 
Genocide. The New York Times best-selling author of “Left to Tell,” 
will share her witness to the life-saving power of faith and praying 
the Rosary during the 91 days she, along with seven other women, 
were huddled in a bathroom while killers lurked outside 
the door.  Cost for the event is $12.00 per person. Please 
mail or drop off your payment to: St. Joseph Church,  
685 Hooper Ave. Toms River, NJ 08753  Make checks 
payable to St. Joseph Church – Attention: OL Kibeho 

St. Joseph Church, Toms River 

Coastal Volunteers in Medicine 
730 Lacey Rd., Suite G-6, Forked River, NJ 08731 

 

Get Updates on Closings sent directly to your phone: 
  1. Go to Rainedout.com 
  2. Search St. Francis Center, LBICC, INC. 
  3. Opt-in to your organization 
  4. Validate your phone number 

Coastal VIM provides FREE, routine, non-emergent primary 
healthcare to those who qualify. Services are provided through  
licensed volunteer clinicians and support staff following a "Culture of 
Caring" model. 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
1. Have no health insurance 
2. Live in Ocean County 
3. Contact us for family income limits  730 Lacey Road, Suite G6, 

Forked River, NJ 08731 (609) 384-0102 coastalvim.org  
Appointments are required 

-LESSONS OF LETTING GO GRACEFULLY 
-BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN 

-JOURNALING RETREAT A PATH TOWARD CLARITY 
-THE ABUNDANCE OF GOD’S LOVE 

-PROVERBIAL WISDOM 
 

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions  
and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person  
unless otherwise indicated. 



LEAVE YOUR GROOMING WORRIES BEHIND

145 N. Main St. • Manahawkin, NJ 08050
Instagram: Furrget.aboutit

609.242.5893

FURR-GET ABOUT IT

LIC #13VH09318500

FREE SERVICE CALL WITH ANY REPAIR

    609-661-8959
Door Repairs

Openers & Installations

TARGET
INTERVENTIONS

www.targetinterventions.com
609.848.4958

SPECIAL EDUCATION CONSULTING
FAMILY LIFE COACHING

Serving Mercer County • Long Beach Island

NJ Lic. #13VH03272200Hamilton Square • NJ

DON MORGANTE
609-586-8239

HANDYMAN
6

2

Private In-Home Therapy 
Service Specializing 

in Neurological Disorder

609.515.2945

COMPLIMENTARY
SESSION / CONSULT

ALLEN CAYANAN, OTR/L
NJ License # 46TR00018400

ALCAY03@aol.com

How can I help you?

609-312-1434 (cell)
LBIPatrick@GAnderson.com

ConnectWithPatrickP.com
12001 Long Beach Blvd.

Haven Beach, NJ 08008

DISCOVER THE G. ANDERSON DIFFERENCE
Patrick Pietrefesa

Your Long Beach Island REAL ESTATE PARTNER

Patrick believes that buyers and sellers in the LBI luxury market are 
looking for a lifestyle, not just a residence.

He has been a resident of LBI for more than 21 years and has the 
-

ing or selling luxury real estate.

Patrick sold over 20 million dollars in real estate in 2021.

Prevents rust on stainless steel
Prevents staining and etching
  on countertops
Prevents staining and soap
  scum on shower glass doors

Rust, Corrosion
Staining Protection
Interior / Exterior

Bill Martin  Ceramic Coatings
Fully Insured / REG #13VH09575600

ceramicprosunlimited.com

215-605-0832
Barnegat Light, NJ 08006

LAND
SEA

Locally Owned & Operated

landoversea609@gmail.com

609.709.6748
over

Grading • Stone • Pavers • Retaining Walls • Driveways

LLC FREE ESTIMATES

James N. Suddeth, M.D. • Harry L. Larkin, M.D. • Paul W. Prosperi, D.O.

Diplomates of the American Board of Family Medicine
1812 Long Beach Blvd., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 609-494-2323

www.AIRTECHNJ.com

JOHN TAYLOR • LIC#9721

A/C TUNE-UP SPECIAL W/AD$9995

609-494-1400

LBI Best HVAC Company

Master HVACR Lic. #5174 | Master Plumbing Lic. #1253

SAME DAY
SERVICE!

NJ Lic. #13VH04323600

DESIGN     INSTALLATION
MAINTENANCE

TOPSOIL
MULCH • SOD

TREES & SHRUBS
PRUNING

STONE 
& 

MUCH MORE

SPRING CLEAN UP • FALL CLEAN UP
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

PAVER DESIGN & INSTALLATION

designing outdoor living spaces since 1997

FENCING 
&

RAILING

progressivefenceandrail.com

400 Long Beach Boulevard

Surf City Office

609-342-0973

Here For You Since 1975
Samuel E. Epstein, DO Judy Kerlin, APN Eric S. Baskin, DPM

Board Certified Board Certified ANCC Fellow, American College
Orthopedic Surgery of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BEHIND SOUTHERN OCEAN MEDICAL CENTER
~ Accepting Most Insurances & Medicare ~

advocarestaffordortho.com • 609-597-6092 
facebook.com/AdvocareStaffordOrthopedics

1168 BEACON AVENUE • MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050

At Barnegat BayAtAtAtAt BBBBBarararneneeneeneggagagagagggggg ttt BaBaBBaaBayyyyyyyy
2001 Long Beach Boulevard

Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Live Life With Passion!

      Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

W: 609-492-1145 x1026 • C: 609-713-4164

Mary Ann O’Shea, CRS, ABR, GRI
Broker/Salesperson

Bugbee-Riggs
Funeral Home LLC

1119 Long Beach Blvd (Corner of 12th St.) 
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

Robert C. Riggs, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4631

www.RiggsFuneralHome.com

609-494-2565
Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations

Cremation Services
& Traditional Burials

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (L)

A Trusted Name in Funeral Care for Three Generations

203 Main Street • West Creek NJ 08092

Memorial Services • Advance Planning
www.polhemuscremations.com

*Convenient In-Home Appointments*
609-294-8000

RICHARD M. POLHEMUS
Owner/Manager • NJ Lic. No. 4000

listwithmaryann@lbihomevalues.com www.lbihomevalues.com

Owned & Operated by 

609-494-5990

CAUSEWAY GLASS CO.
Glass Replacement Home & Auto

Complete Aluminum Service
297 W. 8th St. • 494-1652

Ship Bottom, New Jersey



SHORE BULKHEADING & DOCKS

RESHEET & REPAIR
DOCKS & PIERS

BOATLIFTS

FLOATING DOCKS
DOCK LIGHTS
BULKHEADS

609.713.0850 NJHIC# 
13VH10968100

Join Our 
Team!

is a public, non-profit organization 
providing educational programs and 

services to school districts throughout 
the state of New Jersey

Monmouth Ocean 
Educational 

Services Commission

Visit moesc.org for more information

609.342.0255
201 N. Bay Ave. • Beach Haven

ORDER ONLINE
lorenzosatthechegg.com

lorenzoslbi

FABRIC WORKS
Custom Window Treatments

Call Maria Maruzza at 
609.698.7722 for free consultation

Your neighborhood window fashion specialists since 2010

Fine European craftsmanship, 
hand sewn & professionally installed

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

555 Lacey Rd • Forked River, NJ 08731
Cell: 732-539-2161

Office: 800-299-2129
www.actionplusrealty.comNoreen Polo

Realtor-Associate
npolo@actionplusrealty.com

  609-494-6566
poschconcrete.com

poschconcrete@gmail.com
Serving LBI & vicinity 

since 1995

FOUNDATIONS • GARAGES
SIDEWALKS • DRIVEWAYS

QUALITY CONCRETE WORK

609.607.7230
608 Long Beach Blvd • Surf City, NJ

technosoundandvideo@gmail.com
Fully Insured • HIC #13VH06976400

Audio • Video • Control

TechnoSoundandVideo.com

608

OPEN DAILY IN SURF CITY!

609.494.1667 | WALLYSLBI.COM | @WALLYS_LBI

Visit our website & Social Media
for our Lunch & Early Bird Specials

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836          Inside (R)

Since 1955

TAKE 
OUT & 
DELIVERY RESIDENT, FIRST RESPONDER, 

MILITARY & VETERAN DISCOUNTS

OPEN THURS-MON. 7AM-9PM

SERVING DELICIOUS 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNERS AT 

AFFORDABLE PRICES & BYOB!!!
2404 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · NORTH BEACH HAVEN, NJ 08008

609-492-8466

   d o c k s i d e l b i . co m        @ d o c k s i d e d i n e r l b i 

(CLOSED TUES & WED)

rehabilitation & healthcare center

• Specializing in vacation and 
    second homes on LBI.
• 500+ Transactions in the 20 years plus.
• Mention this ad and I will donate 30%

    of my commission to St. Francis parish 
    or a charity of your choice.

256 W. 9th Street
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

(609) 494-2800

www.SoldOnLBI.com

WALT DOMBROWSKI
Parishioner • Realtor®
direct: 609.618.9800

F U N E R A L  H O M E 

Mark C. DeMeno, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4554
Francis A. Hoyer, Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 4262
ShinnFuneralHome.com

10 HILLIARD DRIVE ·  MANAHAWKIN, NJ 08050 ·  609-597-7740

Dedicated to improving the quality of 
life in the community we serve.

~Affordable Cremation Services Offered~

“LBI’S FAVORITE PIZZA SINCE 1980”

PANZONE’S
BEACH HAVEN • SURF CITY

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
BY GIO

STORM DOOR INSTALLATION & REPAIR

609-661-2313
~No Job Too Small~
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Call

St. Mary’s Cemetery
A Garden of Abiding Peace
Serving the Catholic Faith

· MAUSOLEUM · CRYPTS · NICHES · GARDEN LOTS

PRE NEED COUNSELING
Evening & Weekend Appointments

Office: 283 Beachview Ave.
Manahawkin (609) 597-8289



609.978.8700
atlanticroofingandsiding.net

NJ Lic. #13VH00496100

Atlantic Roofing 
and Siding

IKMINSURANCE.COM
2 E. 79th St.

Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008
609.494.9200

JOSEPH HANDYMAN SERVICES LLC

732-791-8790

Exterior / Interior Painting 
Drywall Repair

Small & Large Household Repair

FULLY INSURED                                                      LICENSED LIC # 13VH12618900

OPEN 7 DAYS: 8:00 AM - 2:30 PM
THU / FRI / SAT: 4:00 - 8:00 PM

Directly across from Woodies!
502 LONG BEACH BLVD • SHIP BOTTOM

www.lbitable.com

Remodeling Network, LLC

471 Route 9
West Creek

www.remodelingnetworkllc.com
NJ License #13VH11195900

ADDITIONS • DECKS • ROOFING
SIDING • KITCHENS • BATHROOMS

ADD-A-LEVELS • BASEMENTS

866-934-3577

NJ Hic #13VH08305000

STONE • GRADING • PAVERS

609.296.7777
UPPERRIVERPSNJ.COM

FAMILY MARKET & SPIRIT SHOP
Custom Cut “Certified Angus Beef”
Gourmet Service Deli Department

Fresh Deli Sandwiches & Hoagies “Made To Order”
Quality Hand-Sliced Deli Meats & Cheeses

Delicious Store-Made Salads
FULL SERVICE “ONE STOP” SHOPPING
FULL SELECTION BEST QUALITY

BEER · WINE · LIQUOR FARM FRESH PRODUCE

9 SOUTH BAY AVENUE · BEACH HAVEN, NJ · 492-5100

MURPHY’S

Melinda Morrow
REALTOR®

Each office is independently 
owned and operated.

1813 Long Beach Blvd,
N. Beach Haven, NJ 08008

melinda@lbinjhomes.com

Direct 609-937-9471
Office 609-207-7297

BUYING OR
SELLING ON LBI?

We treat your home like it was our own.

609.339.4074
LONG BEACH ISLAND, NJ

RENAISSANCE
PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Renovations 
Handyman 
Home Watch 
  and Much More

ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
KATHLEEN A. SHERIDAN, ESQ.

Member: National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
And Academy of Special Needs Planners

609-361-8300
382 West  9th  S treet  ·  Su i te  6

Sh ip  Bot tom,  NJ  08008

oceancountyelderlaw.com

• Planning For Long Term Care - Nursing Homes 
and Assisted Living

• Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney & Trusts
• Medicaid Planning
• Estate Planning & Estate Administration
• Residential & Commercial Real Estate

Coastal Living Real Estate Group

Cell: 609-492-1715
Barb@CoastalLiving.pro

18 S. Bay Ave., Beach Haven, NJ 08008
www.BarbCona.com   www.LBILuxuryRentals.com

Specializing 
in Sales and 

Rentals on LBI

Ocean Medical M.D., P.A.
FA M I L Y  PH Y S I C I A N S

Anthony J. Picaro, MD, FAAFP, ABFP · Todd Schmoll, DO, AOBFP
Cynthia Schmoll, DO, AOBFP

3003 Long Beach Boulevard, Beach Haven Gardens      492-0900

Rental and Concierge Services
“YOUR WORRY-FREE VACATION IS OUR BUSINESS”

SERVING LBI 
YEAR ROUND

LINENS • BEACH EQUIPMENT   
BABY GEAR • BIKES & More

17th & Central Ave., Barnegat Light • 888-DREAMKR
LBIDreamMakers.com • info@LBIDreamMakers.com

In Home Care + Light Housekeeping
Errands + Personal Care + Meal Prep

364 N. Main St., Ste 6 • Manahawkin, NJ 08050

609-549-6435

SafeHarborHomecares.com

201-988-6976  Call or Text Mitch
LBIAntiquePeddler.com

Hours: Open every weekend 
and for appointments

Bring in this 
ad for 10% off. 
Check out our 

inventory both in 
store on LBI and 
our online store.

662 M A I N  S T R E E T  •  W E S T  C R E E K

BUY - SELL - TRADE - APPRAISE

LBI Antique 
Peddler

CALLAN & 
MOELLER
Construction

Service is Our
Way of Business

609.492.1102

046A (JR) - St. Francis, Brant Beach, NJ                  For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • PO Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836            Outside

609.242.3567 F: 609.242.3330

LouAnn B. Van Liew, D.M.D.
615 Lacey Road, Suite 5 | Forked River, NJ 08731

allaboutsmilesdentistry.net

A l l  A b o u t  S m i l e s
D e n t i s t r y

6115 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD · SUITE 2 · BRANT BEACH, NJ 08008

H O M E  D E C O R

WEBSITE: WWW.GIFTEDBYTHESEA.COM

Gifts for all occasions, including religious gifts for Baptisms, Communions and Inspiration.

Stephen Dolphin
Sales Associate

Mobile: 609-276-9855
Office: 609-494-9495

stevedolphin27@gmail.com
4008 Long Beach Blvd., Brant Beach, NJ 08008

609-492-1666
FREE DELIVERY

with purchase of a 

New Appliance!
and

50% off
Service Call!

with this ad

Dave’s Appliance
2601 Long Beach Blvd.
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008

609-492-0189
lbisapplianceguys@gmail.com

Service • Sales
Installations

816 LONG BEACH BLVD., STE. 6 • SHIP BOTTOM, NJ 08008

609-494-4441
OFFICE

609-709-1650
CELL

JON NELKE
CONT. #13VHO2451600

www.aspca.org


